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eAnd it ſhall come to paſſe tn that day, that the light ſhall 
not becleare, nor dark. 

But it ſhall be one day,which ſhall 5e known to the Lord, not 
day nor night, but it ſhall come topaſſe that at evening 
tame it ſhall be light. 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
The Houſe of Pzeres, aſſembled 


in PARLIAMENT. 


FN, obedrence to your (ommand (Ryght Hono- 
Sf | rable) 1 make bold to preſent unto your View 
A theſe Meditations, which in part, F did, and 
WY intended fully, tohave delivered in your ears, 
3 | the day where:n, by your apporntment, I was 
called unto this ſervice, 1 may truly ſay, I tn- 
tended it uther then performed it. For the Meditations them- 
fehves betng conceived (as womens children are, Gen.3.16.) 
in ſorrow and pain, upon the bed of languiſhing weakneſſe, 
when they were come to the birth,wanted the help of ſtrength to 
bring them forth ,, I felt indeed ſo much, I will not ſay ſorrow, 
but extremity of pain, while I flood that day before you, that I 
was enforced to preſent you only the heads, for the moſt part, of 
#hat I :ntexded tobave delivered then unto you, if the tnfiy- 
mitythen «pon me bad not hindered it. Toy well know (Right 
Honourable) that the 1nfirmitres of the bay have a freng ins 
flaence.apon the foul,and therefore 1 aſſure my ſelf you will not 
expe that from « minde di{lempered and diſtrafed by the 
ſenſe of pain and griefe,which might be required of 4 free and 
enlarged ſpirit.. I make no queſi10n but ſome may be ready to 
paſſe that cenſure upon this meſſage of mine unto you, which old 
Cato'gave once upon an Embaſſage ſent by the Roman Senate 
(wheres of the three Ambaſſadors, one had his bead full of 
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ſears, by wounds recerved in the wars, the ſecond was lame in 
bi feet, the third defetive inhbis intelletuals) Eam legatio- 

nem neq; Capur, neq; Pedes, neq; Cor habere,that Em- 

baſſage ( ſatdbe) hath neither Head, nor Feet, nor Heart. 7 

paſſe nor for ſuch cenſures ; 1 only deſire, that although theſe 

Meditations be the tſſue of an infirm Head an Body,. they 

may not be taken to be xgri ſomnia, a ſick mans dreams, nor 

the illaſions of a deceiving Prophet, that tryes out, I have 

drezmed, I have dreamed, Fer..2 3. 254 The words which I 

ſet before you, are the words of truth, the Oracles of God, and 
if they be ſo efteemed by you, and all that love the truth, I have 

my deſire, and God ſhall have the glory, Fhe chjef Subjeft 

bandled, ts the Troubles which accompany tbe Churches R oor: 

mation. In that particular God hath made my work ſuttable 

to bis own, both the reſtoring of Jeruſalem; and my Medita- 

trons thereupon were caſt into times of tyouble, if pains and 
#nfirmities may be ſo accounted. 1 tbe cloſe of thrs'S ermox, 

you ſhall finde an humble Petition for the chersſbing of pyon 
Students, which if you be pleaſed to entertatuwith- favour, as 

the laſt requeſt of a dying man, nay as an intimation from the 
Man Chriſt, who dyed for us, I know not whereby you maymore 
zngage, not man,but the Lord bimſelf to make goodb promeſe 
toyou, Mal.3. 10, 11,12. to open the windowes of beauenand 
t0 powre upon you and the Land, bleſſings more then you car 

recerue, and torebuke the devourer for your ſakes ; ſo that all 

Nations ſhall call you bleſſed. That your care. #nd endeazoti 
may be, both in thes, and all other ſervices for the Church, to. 
fulfill the will of the Lord Chriſt, and that this may be your 

veward, 1s, and ſhall be, the prayer of 


Your Honours, humble ſervane _. 
in.the Lord Chrif, > 
]o H N - W-BtFe: / 
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Dan. 9. T5. | | 
t The ſtreet ſhall be built againe., and the wall even 
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=2 Hatſocver things were written aforehand, 
W were written for our learrung, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 15. 4. The Lawes for our 
Direction : The Prophecies for Obſer- 
vation of their Accotnpliſhment in an- 
IN) fiverable Events : The Promiſes for our 
Comfort and conſo ation : The Exam- 
ples 'of Evill for Caution, of Good for Imitation : And 
laſtly the Events, ordered by the Wiſdome ; and Provi- 
dence of God . for Precedents and Pattetres, repreſenting 
our State and Condition, either VVhat it is at Preſent, and 
why fo, or what wee are to Expe& it may be hereafter. 
B Upon 


The Troubles of Jernſalems Reſtawrarion, 


Upon this ground it 15 (Right Honourable). t!:at I have 
made choice of this portion of Scripture, to the, Church of 
the Jewes then, a Prophecy. of thav which was ſhortly to 
be fulfilled, but tous, being long agoe Accomplithed , in 
the nature of an Hiſtory, or Relation of what God did then 
for his people, and How, and When, ſetting beforeus, as 
ina Type, the ſtate and condition of our owne Chih it 
preſent, both what it Is, and what God is about todoe a- 
mongſt Us, as will eaſily appeare by Paralleling the parti- 
culers of the One with the other, 

For, firſt, that Church of the 7ewes ras then, and had full 
Seventy yeares, been held jn Captivitie and bondage, under 
the Babylonian Monarchy : Our Church had bin farre lon- 
ger oppreſſed, under a more heavie yoke of the ſpiritual] 
Babylon,the Mother of Fornications. 

Secondly, during that Bondage, the Church of the rewes 
was deprived ofall Gods Ordinances, as with much bitter- 
neſſe themſelves complaine, Pſal.7 4.9.8 ſee net our ſignes, 
there i510 more any Prophet , xeither w there any among it us 
that kxoweth how long. Our condition, 1h this ref! pect, was 
every way as ſad and miſerable as theirs, we had indeed a- 
mongſt thoſe that occupied the roome of Seers;bntthoſe 
thar ſhould have been our Watchmen, were all Blind, ſlec- 
ping, and loving to lumber, Shepheards that conld not un- 
derſtand, looking all-ro their owne way, every! one to his 
gaine from his quarter ,/as the Prophet 1ſ#rab complaines 
of the Prieſts of his time, 7ſa.56. 10.11. 

Thirdly, that yoke of the Babyloniſh-captivity was ſo- 
dainly, and nnexpeRedly braken, and taken off from the 
necks of 'Gods people,” infomuch that thoſe who were 'r& 
ſtored to liberty, ſcarce believed that which they enjoyed; 
but ſeemed to- themſelves like men that Dreamed,; Pfal, 
126.1, Onrdeliverance from the Rpmeſb Bondage was — 
lefle 
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lefſe ſodaine, no lefle unexpected, then theirs even in a M0+ 
ment, that yoke was broken, and we werereſtored to liber- 
ty, to the admiration of all the Churches of Europe, who 
ſaid, as the Heathen did of the /ewes ; The Lord hath done 
great things for them, Pſal.126.2. 

Fourthly, that ſodaine and unexpected Change of the 
ſtate of the /ewss, was wrought by the change of the Prin- 
ces, God ſodainly cutting off Belſbs=zar, who held them in 
Bondage, and raiſing up Cyrw in his roome, whom hee cals 
his Shepheard to pertorme all his pleaſure, in building Ze- 
ruſalem, and laying the foundation of the Temple, 1ſ#.44. 
28, Our Change ( as you all know ) was in like manner 
brought to paſſe by taking away Queen Max r, who eld us 
under the yoke of Antichrist, and placing Queer Etrza- 
zzTH, of bleſſed memory, in her Throne, to lay the foun- 
dation of his Temple, and ſet on foot the' work of Refor- 
mation amongſt us, 

Fifthly, immediatly upon this glorious deliverance of 
the 7ewes the foundation of the Temple was layd, Ezre,3. 
16. And immediatly after the breaking and taking off the 
yoke of Antichri from our necks, howſoever other things 
needfull for the perfeRting of the work, were either Neg- 
le&ed,or Deferred ; yet we muſt needs grant, that the fonn- 
dation ofthe Lords houſe was preſertly layd , in the ſonnd 
Dottrine of the Apoſtles and Prophets, upon which the 
Church 1s built, Jnsvs Curry bimſelfe berng the chrefe 
Corner. fleneL, Epbeſ.2.20. h 

Sixthly,that work of perfe&ing the building of the Tem- 
ple, of which the foundation was layd, was a long time, 
even for the ſpace of 46 yeares, interrupted ; ſo thar the 
pooOre Tewes tound no meanes to perfect the work which 
they had ſo happily begun: Ovr work, of this Churches 
Reformation, 'hath bin intcrrupted now neere twife 46 
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yeares,as the complaints of the faithful ſcrvantsof Chriſt 
(manifeſted 1n their Boukesand Remouwftrances from time 
| to time) and the ſeycrall Informations given in ucto your 
ſelves, fince your Sitting here, evidence to tie wholeworld : 
| Yea, fo farre have our Maſter-builders. bia from bringing | 
forth the head ſtone of. this V\Lork , that they-have rather 
labourced to undermine, anj demoliſh the. foundaiion of | 
| ſound Do&rine, already layd, by broaching and countenan- 
cing dangerous Errours, and Hereſies, contrary thereunto, | 
__ as you all know.., : re: vhwacd« l 
7 _Seventhly, thoſe that hindered the 7epes.jn building their 
| Temp!e were their Adverlaries of the Nations that diyelt 
round about them, and amongſt them Rebar the Chance!- 
lor, and Shemehaz rhe Scribe with ther Companions, bac- 
ked by a party at the Court,whichthey hyred to hinder this 
work, as they did, during all the raigne of Cyr, E2r4 4.5. 
7,8.24. Now that the Nations round about us; Pricſts,and 
Jeſuites, with all rhereſt of the Romzſh Agerts, have-been 
creat -hinderers of -our work of Reformation, the,world 
knowes : I am ſure the Charcellars;and Scribes, with their | 
companions, have had a deepe hand.inthis miſchievous de- 
ſigne, ſupportel1 as you all know) by an hyret and engaged 
party inthe Court of our Princes. , TT » 
3 Eightly, thepolicie uſed by the {ezes adverſaries. for the 
building of their Temple. was the filling/the Princes heads | 
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with jealouſie, that the 7ewes were a dangerous people. and, 
if the Temole, and Crie were built, apt to riſe inRebelli- | 
on againſt tl:e King, which might turne to his- great da- ) 
mage, Ezra 4.12,15,16, Ard that. Satan and this Inſtru- | 


ments (asin all former ages, ſoat preſent) have made uſe 
of the {ame policie, to binder our work of a thorough Re- | 
formation. {« a5 cleere.a« the hight... Aud I wiſh, that -jea- | 
—loufewereat this time ſothroughly remoyed ont _ 
| heads, 
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heads, that tl ey might no more tcare that the Reformation 
of the Church, accoruing tothe Patterre layd downe in 
Gods word, w11 prove like Nebuchaduezuars ſtone, Dan. 2, 
27. ameanes to breake all ot! er Kingdomes (that is, as too 
many.concetve) all ctv1l] Power and Government in pieces, 

Nunthly, while the building ofthe Temple was thus hin-. 9 
dered, the poore /ezes were 1n great reproach, and atHicti- 

on, Neh. 1.3. And we know during this long time of hinde- 
ring our Reformation, 10t onely {uch as pleaded for it, but 
| as many as were true / ſraelites and looked toward Z 107, 
| had not only their {oules filled with the fcorning of thoſe 
that were at caſe,aud with the cortempt of the Proud as the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeakes, Pſa/. 1 2 3.4. but were continually follow - 
ed,and vexed with ſharpe Perfecutions, infomuch that who- 
| ſocver abſtained from evill made himſelf a prey, as the Pro- 
pher complaines it was in his time, !ſa.59.15. 

Tenthly, notwithſtanding all the Malice, Power, Policic, 10 
and reſtlefſe endeayours of the rewes adverſaries . yet the 
Temple was finiſhed, and the Walls and Streets of 7eruſs- 
| lem were bvilt at-laſt. Now howfoever we are not yer fully 
Parallel to them 1n this Particular ; yet ſeeing the chietelt 
adverſaries of t!.1s Retormat 1on are already taken away,and 
ſeeing rhe work by the mighty power of God hath binthus 
farre caried on in your hand , it gives us great ground of 
hope that the ſame God, will in hls owne time, and wav, 
perfe&t the work which he hath begun, and bring forth the 
head-ſtone thereof wirl ſhooting, that wee may cry Grace, 
Grace. unto it, as he promiſcth, Zach.q 7. 

Laſtly, the building of the Wall of 7eraſalem, aud the 11 
ſtreet t!ercof > fell out introublous times : I may ſpare the 
| labour of laying out the Parallel of our ſtate to theirs in 
| rhis Particular, Res ipſs loquitur, we (as you ſee) are for- 
cedtobnild with our Armes in our hands as they did, Neb. 
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1 he confidcration of thele Particulars, ſetting before us 
inthe ſtate ot the 7exes, brictly pointed at in theſe words, 
our own Condition every way anſ{werable thereunto, as face 
anſwers face inthe water, as Salome, ſpeakes, Prov.27.9.is 
of great ule unto us, both to raiſe up our hearts tomore 
heedfull attention to thofe things which in this portion of 
Scripture ſeeme to be ſpoken to us in their perſons, and 
withall tomove us toa more narroiy ſearch into the parti- 
culars intheſc words layd before us as neerely concerning 
our ſelves. | 

The truth is both upon that ground, and much more for 
the Wonders of that great Work, to the performance 
whercof God ingageth himſclf inthis Promiſe which wee 
have before us,it cConcernes us iN duty to enquire throughly, 
and obſcxve, and ſearch into every circumftance of this way 
of God, which when we haveall done is yet farre above our 
reach, It is one end why God hath made his Workes won- 
dertull that they may be both Remembred, and ſought our, 
of all that have pleaſure therein, Pſ#/.111. 2.4. And that 
this work, ſet beforeus in this Prophecy, may be worthily 
accomy ted among Gods greateſt wonders, 1s evident by 
the accompt that himſelf makes of it; firſt by repreſenting 
t the Prophet Ezechrel, ina viſion of a Ficld full of dryed 
bones ſcattered all about, every bore ont of his place, and 
lodainly, by a Word of rhe Prophets mouth, comming to- 
ecther, with a roſe, ard ſhaking, cvery bore to his bore, 
and Cloathed as ſodainly with Sirewes, fleſh, and «kin ; and 
by arother word of hi« mouth, recetving breath and life, ſo 
that rhey ſtood on their feet an exceeding great army,which 
God himſelf calls a reſorretior. out of the Grave, Ezech. 
37.7,8,10, 13. Ard {ccondly, by advanciug it above the 
wonders which he wrought inbringing his people out of E- 
£9Þt, as himſelf in exp refle termes affi mes, Fer, 16; 15; It 
; ſhall 
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ſhall be no more ſaid the Lord liveth, that Lrought up the 
Children of Iſrael out of Egypt, but tre Lord liveth, thar 
brought up the Children of 1ſratl out of the land of the North. 
This was indecd a work fo farre above all poflibility, in 
mans eye, that the /ewes themfelves concluded , Our bones 
are dryed Ip, our ho'e is loſt, we are cnt off for ourparts,E 2h, 
37:1. A work init ſelf \oudcrtull to Admiration, but 
mace more wouderfu'l bytheTime,wherin it was wrought, 
a Troublows timeL, {ufficient to hinder the moſt cafie and 
likely work, much more to make a work in it ſelf fo Dith- 
cult and improbable, altogether Impoſſible in mans judge- 
ment. 

To come therefore to tte necrer Examination of theſe 
words, we ſhall find in them three Particulars, worthy our 
{crious conſideration : Firſt, the manner of Expreſſion, im- 
plying an infallibility 5 Kow ( faith thc Lord to the Pro- 
phet) and Yaderſtand; that is, be ſurc,of it, and make ac- 
compt of it, as ofa thing certaiae, that ſhall nor faile, and 
afterwards : The ſtreet ſhal be built againe and the nal, in 
the time exprefled, after 7 weeks, that is (accompring every 
day fara yeare) attcr 49 yeares from the going out of the 
Decree. Secondly, we have repreteiited unto us the Condr 
tion of the Time when it ſhall be butt, a Troublonus time 
(for the exact Period of the time, that it thall be accom- 
pliſhed afrea 49 yeares, it makes not much to our preſent 
occaſion, unleſle it beto give farther aſſurance to the cer- 
rainty of the Prophecy, that God limits it to a preciſc 
number of yeares, whic!t none can doe but hee, which hath 
the times and ſcaſons in his owre hand) It is enough to our 
purpoſe tolooke upon it as a Troublom trme. Thirdly, we 
have the work promiſed tobe performed, the building of 
the Strect, and Wall of Teraſa/em. The accompliſhment 
of this Prophecy we haxe related, cſpec ally to rhe mu 
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of Nebemiah, Of theſe three Particulars, as I have layd 
them, out before you, in the.r order. 

The manner of the «xpreſſion, conſidered 1n relation to 
the Work (the moſt dithcult ot all works) and the Time 
(the unfitteſt of all rimes) i, worthy our carefull obſerva- 
tion. Notwithſtanding the im offibility of the work in 

2ns judgement, and the tmpedaments by the Troubles of 
the time, the Strect,and VV all ſhail be built, yea they ſhall 
be built by ſuch a time Doubt not of ir (faith God) bur 
know this, be aſſured it ſhall beſo. Thus God may ſpeak, 
and thus he thinks it fit to expreſlſe himſelf. So that u 
this particular Inſtance we may obſerye in generall that 


Gods Promiſes even concerning things moſt Difficult, and 
Impoſſible things in Mans eye, are notwith(tanding cer- 
tain and Infallible. 


They are ({aith the Apoſtle) all of them Yeaand admen, 

2 Cer,1.20, Yea and not Nay, as hee explaines it verſ.t8, 
that is, Frue in the eventand reall performance, and Amen, 
chat 1s, Stable and firme, as that Hebrew word fignifies. 
This will evidently appeare by inſtances. The greateſt of all 
Gods promiſes,was that of ſeuding Cnr15r into the world, 
to be borne of a Virgin, and to be made Immenzel , truly 
Man, and ſo GOD with us, this when God promiſeth, 1ſ#. 
7.14. hce prefixeth a Behold before it, Behold « Vigin ſhall 
conceive and beaye a Sonne, which is a note not only of Ad- 
nuration,but Confirmationtoo, as if God would repreſent 
ir-25a thing Preſent to be ſeene with our eyes, ſo Peremp- 
 torily doth he promiſe that wolider of wonders, which was 
 asreally performed inthe fulneſle of time, G «1.4.4. It was 
a ſtrange and unlikely thing thar 1ſreel. after ſo long and 
| heavie a bondage under the Egyptians, ſhould be wreſted 
out of the band of ſuch.a mighty Nation, that kept them 
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nnder astheir flaves, yer God not onely promiſeth it, but 


bids Abraham to make accompt of ut as of a cenaine 
thing,##op ( faith hc ) of a ſwrety that thy ſeed ſhall be @ ftrau- 
ger #. a land that is not theirs, and they ſhall affli# them 400 
geeres and afterward they ſhall come out with great ſubſtance, 
Ges. 15-13,14. It was not more ſeriouſly promiſed then 
really performed, and that inthe point of time limited by 
"the Lord. The ſelfe ſame day it came topaſſe, that all the 
Hofts of ihe Lord went up out of the lend of Egypt ſ1ith Moſes 
Exod. 12.41. Tt ſeemed ſo impoſſible a thing, that Abra- 
ham ſhould have a Sonne by h1s wife Sareb, who had bin 
all her life barraine,and was now 96 yeeres old, and her huſ- 
band an hundred , and both their bodies dead as tothe ha- 
ving of children, that Sarah laughs at the Promiſe. Ger. 
18.12. and yet ſec hoiv peremptorily God promiterh it. 7 
will certainly returne unto thee according to the time of life, 
and loe Sarah thy wife ſhall! have 4 Sunne, ver, 10, And we 
know the Lord made it good. God promiſeth to provide 
fleſh for his people in the Wildernefſe, that they ſhould 
cate their fill of it, for a moneth long, Nam. T1. 19, 20. 
The people thought it was morethen God could do as they 
ſpake, Pſal. 78. 19, 20. and Moſes wasalmoſt of their 
mind,asit appeares by his objection of rhe impoſhbility of 
feeding fix huudred thouſand men , beſides women and 
children, in a barraine V1lderneſſe that yeeided no peovi- 
ſion for the ſuſtaining of mans life : yet we ſee it made 
00d in the event,by the ſending of innumerable multirudes 
of Quails, the moſt dainty of all Heſh, Nzms. 11.31.Ma- 
ny more inſtances might be brought, to evidence this truth, 
but theſe are ſufficient. Let us ſce what grounds we have 
for it in Reaſon, 

Firſt, that God hath ſuficient ground to ſpeak perempto- 
rily of things to come, will be evident untous if we _ 
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der , what hinders meu that they cannor ſpeak inthat many 
ner, or with like certainty concerning their owne purpoſes. 

There be threethings in men that may hinder the accom- 
pliſhmeut of that which they intend. | | 

7. The man may die, and then all histhoughts aud con- 
ſequently his reſolutions and purpoſes periſh with him, P/al, 
146.4. Now God we know lives for er, from everliſt- 
ing to everlaſting heis God, Pſal. go. 2, The carth may 
faile , and the heavens may be roled up as a garment , bur 
God remai:es the ſame and his yeeres faile not, Heb, 1, 11, 
Wherce the Apoſtledrawes a ſtrong ground ot cor{olation 
tous in Chriſts mediation, that it ſhall be effetuall ro us, 
becauſe he lives for ever to make interccflion for us, Hes, 
7.25. 

2. Though the mancontinue and live yet his mind and 
purpoſe may alter. Never ha1a man more tull purpoſe to 
doe any thing, then Eſau had to kill his Brother 7acob, Gen, 
27.41. and this reſolution continued with him 20 yeeres, 
while Jacot ſojourned with £4447, a5 is evident by his ga- 
thering of foure hundred men to come againſt him, when he 
heard of 1ar04s returne homewards, Gen. 32.6. Queſtiorr 
lefſe todoe that which 7aced feared, with the {word to cut 
off him and his retinew : And yer when they mcet together 
Eſau inſtead of killing, falls to kiffing, 211d embracing, and 
weeping over his Brother, Gen. 33.4» Jn this Balaamtels 
us God 15 not like man, Numb. 23.19, God is rot as man 
that he ſhould lie, neither the ſonae of man that he ſhould re- 
pent,that is he neither ſpeakes that which hedoth not intend 
cr purpoſe, nor pupoſerh that at preſent what he meanes to 
alter afterward. No, God is alwayes of one mind, Job 23 
I. and the thonghts of his heart ſtand throughoat all ages, 
Pſal.33.11. Vponboth theſe grounds the Lord concludes 
the ſafe condition of his people, 1 the Lord change not ( he 
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meanes neither -innature nor in purpoſe, I am ſtill the ſame 
God and of the ſame mind) therefore yee ſores of 1acob 
arenorconſumed. 4a). 3.6. | | 
3. Men, who have no poryer in theirhand,but what chey 
reccive from God , bave many times by him ſuch impedi- 
ments caſt-in their way, as they are notable to remove or 
conſequently to cffe&t what they intended, Pharoah may 
in his owne heart reſolve, / ni{ purſue, 1 will overtake, 1 mill 
divide the ſpaile, my luſt Jhall be ſatisfied upon them, Exod.15, 
9. But God puts a cloud berweene the Army of the 1/- 
raelites and theEgiprians and takes of their chariot wheeles, 
that they drive them with much adoe, ſothat the 1ſraelrtes 
recovered the further ſhore, before their Enemies could 0- 
vertake them, who periſhed inthe waters before their eyes. 
No ſuch impediments can ſtand-in Gods way, who having 
all power in his owne hand, doth whatſoever he pleaſcth in 
Heavenand in Earth, inthe Seas and 1a all deepe places 
Pſal. 135.6. And none can ſtay his hand, Den.4.35. No 
even the mountaines ſhall become plaines before him,Zech, 
8.7. Hence it is, that , ſeeing Gods purpoſes and As are 
all one, he may ſpeak of what he will doe as if it were alrca- 
dy done, for his will-g1vcs a being to thoſe things that do not 
yet ſubi1ſt which the Schoolemencall Efſe Folztum, other- 
wiſe God ſhould ſfeak falſely when hecalls things that are 
not as if they were. But men can ſpeak no fartter then of 
their intentions , becauſe they have already a be ng inthe! 
hearts, ſo that they may truly fay this, I intend or purpoſe 
todoe:, but if they ſpeak of theevert oreffet, they muſt 
read St. names his limitation. {f the Lord will, 1am 4.14. 
Bec auſe they know rot what ſhall be no tgt tomorrow, 
_ 21 AsGod may ſpeak certainly and infallibly ofwhat- 
ſoever he means todo; though in apreararce,8& in mars eye 
weenie never ſo.improbable or un':offible ;; ſoit beſoones 
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him to ſpeake fo, in point of honour-, he muſt ſpeak like a 
Godas well as doc ikea God, 7 will open rivers imbigh pla- 
ces ( ſaith God,1ſ4.41.18,1g. ) 4d make the Wilderneſie & 
{tanuing poole , and fruitfull in pleaſant aud uſcfull plants, 
that they may know that the band of the Lord bath done this 
ver.20, 'Andasthe Lord manifeſts hunſelfe to be God by 
doing things beyond beleefe and-above the power of any (e- 
cond cauſe, 1o doth Hee by ſpeaking of impoſſible things to 
be doneafrepward, 1will [ay unto the North give, and ts £18 
South keepe t6t bark! 1ſ4.4.3.6.andver.y. He challengeth all 
cherworld to ſpeak as he ſpeaks, that is to forctell ccrtataly 
things tocome , to lay. unto the deepe e dry 2.14 1 will dry 
op thy Rivers,to ſay of Cyrus he ſba! performeia! my plea- 
ſure Fc. rſ4. 44.27,28, There 15 no queſtion but the 
hiſtory of the Creation manifeſteth the Lord:to be God 
whcrein we have him deſcribed ſpeaking firſt , and daing 
afterwards, let there be lighr, a Firmament, Seas, Earth, 
&c. And it was ſo. Jnr | "89 
- 3. Iti reſpe&ofusi4t was ina ſort neceſſary that God 
ſhould thus deliver his promiſes in exprefle and peremp- 
tory termes, becauſe they are the foundation of our faith, 
which muſt reſt upon certaine and immutable things, in 
which it is impoſſible for God to lye,, that ſo we might 
have ſtrong conſolation, Heb.6.18, How eafily our Faith 
in the apprehenſion of Gods promiſes may be ſtaggered, 
eſpecially in times of tryall, appeares 1n the example of 
the Prophet David, who finding himſclte. rompaſſed with 
the ſorrowes of death, ſo that the paines of hell gat-hold 
wpon him, acknowledgeth that in that perplexed condition 
he was ready to conclude that all men were lyars 'Pſal11s. 
3.11, He mernes perhaps the Prophets, who from.Gods 
owne mouth had aſſured him of the Kinglome, And the 
Plalmiſt, eſat,77.8. in cxprefſe termes queſtions; not oy 
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ly the mercies of God, but his promiles alſo. Ir is there» 


fore neceſſary 1n reſpe& of the weakneſſe of our Faith in 
Gods Promiſes, and our proneneſſe to queſtion the truth 
of them, that they ſhould be delivered by God in certain 
and full and clecre expreſſions. 

Uſe 1, If then Gods Promilcs be fo certain and infalli- 
ble in themſelves, and ſo repreſcnted ard delivered unto us 
by God himſelf, how 1s it that wee give fo little credit to 
them > That the words and engagements of men, that de- 
ceive and are deceived , are eftecmed above them > An 
Epigrammariſt of our o;yre, had rather take King /ames 
his word then St. Iauzs the Apoſtles. 


ut petit accipret Tacobus eApoſtolus rnquit 
O ſs Jacobus Kyx mibi dicat idem, 


Whether that were his 1':tention I know nor, but T am 
ſure be rhere expreſſeth, not only his one thoughts, bur 
the opinion of mn 1u generall, For who fees not but 
that thoſe who will be contented to truſt men upon their 
bands, with hundreds and thouſands if need be are like the 
Ruler, Lake 18.22,23. who, when Chri#t himſelf tels him 
that if he will part wit! his eſtate, for the relicying of his 
poore ſervants, he ſhall have treaſure in Heaven,as he then 
ſo men noi refuſe the afſurance , and depart with ſad 
countenances, The beſt aſſurance that men can have for 
rhe enjovirg of the Mannors or Lands , which they pur- 
chaſe of othcr men,is but an evidence under the hands and 
ſcales ofmortall men, and yet upon ſuch aſſurance men lay 
out and part with large ſummes of Mony ſomtimes with att 
they have, notwithſtanding the polſ-Fions when they have 
them are of an uncertaine and chingerble condition, and 
often wreſted our of th-ir han 1s by frau4 or violence : Bur 
where are the men that will tzke our Saviours word, Lu#g 
w_ | Ca 18, 
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18, 29,30. that if they make Joſle of any thing for the 
Kingdome of God, they ſball recerue manifold more ia thit 
preſent time, and in the world to come life everlaſting and 
upon that aſſurance adventure tl:cir whole eſtates > Where 
are they that will take Salomons word, that if they caft ther 
bread upon the waters, after many dazes they ſhall nd it_Ec- 
cleſ.11.1. Or, that God will repay us, whatſocver we lay out 
upon his poor ſervants, Prov.19.17.Or the Prophet 1ſatab's 
promiſe, that be that deviſeth literall things ſhall ſtand,(that 
1s) ſecure his eſtate by liberall things, 7ſ4.32.8 ? And yet 
theſe are not the words of men, but the Promiſes of the 
God of truth, more firme then the earthit {elf. The Apo- 
ſle tels us that Godlineſſe bath the promiſes of this life, and 
of that nhich 1g to come,x Tim,q.8. Now ſecing wee are ſo 
orcedy of gaine. why doe we not follow aſtcr this gainfull 
way of godlineſſe which brings ſo large aud laſting a re- 
ward, aſſured by the word of God himſelt-2 Nay why up- 
on the ſame aſſurance doewe not lay hold of Etcrnall life > 
What doe we graſping after the world, whenwe have afſu- 
rance of heaven, a Kingdome that cannot be moved,by the 
firmeſt of all Gods promiſes in which it is impoſſible for 
him to lye? 

Conſider (I beleech you) and let us weigh well what 
we doe,and take notice. Firſt,of the great wrong and d1ſ- 
honour wee offer to God himſlelt : Secondly, of the evils 
that we bring, and that defſeryedly upon our own ſoules, 
We diſhononr God 

r. In that we receive not his Teſtimony, for what we 
beleeve not, that, in effe&, we deny , and by conſequence 
make him a lyar, 1 7oh.5.10, He that beleeveth not God bath 
made him a tar : as he that belecves on the contrary, ſets 
to his ſeale that God 15 trae, 1oþ.13.33. Hercin we doe in 
effe& crofle the maine end for which we came into the 
world, 
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world, and for which God hath indued us with wiſdome 
and underſtanding above the beaſts of the field, that being 
true of cycry man, which our Saviour affirmes of himlelf ; 
for this cauſe eame I into the norld, that 1 ſhould beare wit- 
nefie tothe Trath, 10h,18,36. Mcnwill indeed beapt to be- 
guile themſelves and others too, in profeſling that they re- 
ceive Gods teſtimony inall that be ſpeakes, but the Apo- 
ſtle tels us that there is a denuall in Workes, as well as in 
Words, T#t.1.16. And to ſpcake truth deniall in Deeds is 
the ſtrongeſt deniall, and maritcſts our affirming in words 
to be mcere Hypocriſie, as the Pſalmift juſtifies it againſt 1 
the Iſraclites inthe Wildernefle, that though they remem- 
bred that God was their rock, and the high God their Re- 
deemer, yet they flattered him with their mouth and lyed unto 
bim with their tongue, Pſal, 78.3 5,36. and proves by their 
workes, becauſe they ſtill went on in tempting and provo- 
king God, and limiting the Holy one of Iſracl,uer.40.41. 
2. Itis the greater wrong and diſhonour to God not 
to receive his Teſtimony. Firſt bccauſe God hath ſofarre — 
condeſcended to our weaknefle, as to engage himfelfeunto 
us ſo many wayes, being notwithſtanding debtor to no 
man , beſtoiving whatſoever he gives freely out of mcere 
Grace. We accompt it a wrong to a friend to require a 
bond of him for the aſſuring of a free giſt. But God hath 
bit; content toabaſe himſelte ſo farre tous, as to engage 
himſelfeunto us by his Worl, to confirme his Word by 
an Oath, and toratify both by the ſcales cf his Covenant. 
That after the manifeſting of {o much tender reſpe& to us, 
and condiſcending ſo farre to onr weakeneſle, and affording 
ſuch firme footing for our F1ith, God ſhould not have fo 
much credit with ns as to hee beleeved upon his Word, 
his Oath , bis Scale, is ſuch a diſhonour tro the Ged 


of Truth, as we would be aſhamed to offer toa mertall 
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man, Eſpecially if we conſider 1n the ncxt place that G 
hath never given us cauſe to diſtruſt him, he never failed us 
in any one Promiſe, wherein he hath ingaged himſelfe un- 
LO Us. 

Thirdly, it is yetthe greater wrong to God if we conſi- 
der by whom it 1s offered. Nothing fo farre kindled Gods 
wrath as the provoking of his ſonnes and daughters, Deut, 
32.19. Kai os Teyou, VV hatthou my ſonne ( ſaid Iulizs Ce- 
ſar to Brutws ) when he ſaw him amongſt the reſt of the con- 
ſpirators come to ſtabbe him : There cannot be a greater 
wrong toamaſter then not to be truſted by his one ſer- 
vants; much greater is the 11yury when a Father can have 
no credit from his owne children. Hor 1s it poſſible then 
that God ſhould beare it at the hands of thoſe that call him 
Father, and defireto be known by the name of his children; 
that greatdiſhonour of {lighting his Promiſes, and in their 
lives and converſations declaring to the world that they 
make more accompt of mens aſſurance then they doe of 


"them ? 


Secondly, as the Lord ( for whoſe glory we are created ) 
1s exc by our unbeli-fe in not reſting upon his Promi- 
ſes; ſoit fals out ( as uſually it doth 1inall like caſes ) that 
we infinitely thereby prejudice our ſelves many wayes. 

7. Bythis meanes we deprive our fclves of all true 
grounds of comfort, which might ſnpport us in time of 
tryall.It was Gods Word which quickened D@ved in time 
of his affligion,Pſal.119.50, It was Gods Werd on which 
he depended, Pſal. 130.5. Whenhe porwred out his com- 
plaint before God,out of the depths, that is, in loods of dif- 
treſſ-s that overwhelmed him. For as for any other meanes 
to eſtabliſh our hearts and beare uy our ſpirits intimes of 
inward diſtreſſes, or outward 2Mi&ions , wee ſhall find 
our ſelves forced to take up Davids complaint 7 looked for 
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comforters but J fownd' none, P[al.69.20, and Pſot.142.4. 1 
looked on: my right band and there wis 10 man would know me, 
vefuge faileq me, And as for Gods promiſes, whence only 
the ground of true comfort arifeth , with what cold bearts 
mult we needs cither apply themto our own ſoules,or urge 
them and preſſe them npon God in our prayers, when our 
own confciences tell us, that theſe are the truths of God 
which we have caſt by, as matters of which we never made 
any great accompt > Surely God can returne us na othet 
anfiver to fuch ſuits, then he gives his people, 1wdge10.14- 
Go cry unto the gods whom you bawve choſen, let them deltuer 
you tn the time of yaur tribalatiov, Cry to your Lands,to 
your Treaſures, to your Friends in whom you have confi- 
ded ; what have you to doc with my promiſes which yot 
never beleeved nor regarded ? This 15 and wilt be a ſad cor 
dition into which our unbelict will caſt as when it will be 
00 late to help it. $ 
2. This want of ſtaying on Gods promiſes wonderfully 
deads our hearts unto all dutics of Gods ſervice, unto which 
we are in ancſpeciall manner encouraged, becauſe we know 
that our labour is not in vaire in the Lord, r (or.x5.58. 
And the Pſalmift protefſeth the hope of Salvation from 
God, was it that encouraged him ro doe Gods command- 
ments, Pſal, 119. 166. As on the other-fide, thoſe that 
exported nothing from God, deſire to have nothing to doe 
with his ſervice, 106 21. 15. 

3.7 The want of this Faith by which weembrace Gods 
promiſes, utterly cuts off all hope of eterrall life , which 
nothing but Faith in Gods promiſes can lay hold off: And 
to be ſhut of that hope, leaves unto a man nothing but a 
certaine looking for of judgement end fiery indignation nbich. 
ſhall devoaye the edverſaries, Heb. to. 27. 


4- Laſtly, in the mcane time this want of Faith in the 
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full unto us every way, 1, 


promiſes, leaves the heart ofa man full of diſtractions and' 
unquietneſſe thereby : ſo that one becomes uneven in all 
his wayes, unſettled in all his thoughts, raiſed up, and-caſk; 
down with contrary hopes and feares,as the outward things 
of this life , ſubje&to continuall changes, ebbe and flow 
from day to.day ; whereof we have too many evidences in 
theſe times of trouble, wherein men fall on, and off, as 
their-vaine hopes and fares carry them on to one party , 
or drive to the other, tothe ſhipwrack of their owne con- 
ſciences, and' (as much as in theny lyes ).the betraying of 
the cauſe of Chriſt and of his Clwrch, andto their ſhame 
diſcovering to the world that they were never yet ſetled 
upon a ce foundation, whereas one that hath builr 
his Faith upon Gods promulſe, is like a Ship moared by her 
anchors, i a fafe harbour, from whence the ebbs and flouds 
of the fea cannot remove hes. 

2. ſe. Let me therefore earneſtly beſeech you'( right 
honourable and beloved) by the merctes of God, to labour 
aboveall things to ſtrengthen Faith , having ſuch a firme 
foundation to. build it on; not cunningly deviſed fables as 
the Apoſtlecals them, 2Per.412. 18. not theword of men 
who may deceive andbe deceived, but a faithfull word; Tre. | 
7.29. Aſureword, 2. Pet. 1.29. Thewcrdof the God of | 
truth whocannot lye, a word more firme then the founda- 
tion of the earth, ſctled for everin heaven, Pſal. r19. $9. 
We have great reaſon to be earneſt aud ſerious in labour- 
ing, with all our power, to attainto this firmneſſe of Faith, v 

not only becauſe otherwiſe we deſpife this great mercy and | 
compaſſion of God towards us, in condeſcending to our -S 
weakneſle, and abaſing himſelfec to be ingaged to us by his | 

word, his oath, and his ſeales z but more eſpecially upog._>-/ 
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7. Of all other graces, Faith is moſt neceſſaryand a 
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1, Wethercby bring unto God the greateſt glory by it 
Tetting to our ſes/? thas God is trae, lob.3.33, As Abraham 
1s ſaid to give glory to God when he ſtaggered not at the 
promiſe of God through unbelicf,but was ſtrong iu Faith, 
Rom. 4. 20. Indecd there is no more mentioned in that 
place, but that he beleeved, and thereby Sealed to the po- 
wer of God, being fully perſwaded that he which had pro- 
miſed was able to doe it, ver,21. But without belceving 
his faithfulneſſe and truth with all neither had hee 
any ſound comfort , nor God his due honour by be- 
leeving , wherefore it expreſly teſtified of Sarah, that ſhe 


beleeved thar he was faithfull that had promiſed, Heb.r1,rr, 


2.1 To us is Faith of ſuch neceſſity, that without it wee 
were dead ſpiritually, it is that which unites us unto Chriſt 
the fountaine of life in whom we live as the Apoſtle teſti- 
fieth of himſelf : 7 /zve (faith he) yet not 7, but Chriſt Ii- 
veth in me, and the I;fe which 3 now live in the fleſh, 1 live 
Ly Faith of the Sonne of God, Gal.2. 20, So that without 
Faith we are without Chriſt who 1s our life, Col.3,4. A- 
gain, it is Faith that quickens all our endeavours and ſiwee- 
tens all our laborirs 1h, Gods ſervice, knowing that indue 
Teaſon we ſhall reape if we faint not,Gal,6.9. Thirdly it is 
Faith by which both our perſons and ſervices are accepted; 
By Faith Ate! offcred 4 more acceptable ſacrifice then Cain, 
by which he obtained witneſſe that he ws righteom, Heb.12.4. 
Fourthly, it is Faith that holds up our ſpirits in aflictions. 
I hadfainted (ſaith David) unleſſe 1 had beleeved to ſee the 
goodneſſe of God in tbe land of the living, Pſal: 2.7. 13, 
Whence he profefſcth that Gods word the ground of our 
Faith, was all the comfort which be had in his afflitions, 


- Oſal. 11 F. 50. Fifthly, Faith only cnablesus to withſtand 


all terrours. By Faith Afoſes his parents feared not the 


Kings commandement, m_—_ 1.23. Andbytheſamepo- 
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wer of Faith, the three Children feared neither King Ne- 
Buchadnezzars angry countenance,nor his threatning ww ords, 
nor his rations of the flames of fire to torment them; 
nonot fo tarre as to take time to conſider what to anſiyer 
in ſo dangerous a caſe, Dez.3. 17. Laſtly, it is Faith that 
ſupplies us with ſtrong conſolations, Heb. 6. 18. $0 that 
the Apoſtletels us, that being juſtified by Faith as we have 
eace with God ; {o we not only bear tribulations patient- 
l, but in rhe mudſt of them 7ejoyce 172 the hope of the glory 
of Gon, Rom, 5, 3. 

Secondly, as Faith of all Graces is moſt neceſſary and 
uſefull, ſo is 1t of all others the hardeſt to be obtained, and 
that indivers rc{pe&s, | 

For, firſt, there ts nothiag in Nature that can help ns 
tO the attaining of Faith, Senſe cannor help us , for the 
objects of Faith are a1 that are not ſeene, Heb, 11. 3, 
Thar is, things that are above Senſe, things that arcin the 
nature of them ſpirituall, 2.C0r.4.18. Whereas Senſe ap- 
prehends only things that are groffe and carthly, and things 
whereof many have no prefent being , but are in hope 
and expectation only. Much lcfſe can Reaſon help Faith, 
{celng that takes all her grounds from Senſe: Wherefore 
eArraham that he might waxe ſtrong 77 Faith filenced Reg- 
fon , which would have furniſhed him with arzuments a- 
gainft the promiſe of having a forne by Sarah; for the A- 
poſtle tels us, that he conſidered wot (that is. did not ſormhuch 
admut into debate, reaſons drawn from) the deadveſſe of his 
own body, and of Sarah's wombe,Rom, 4, 19. No, Senſe and 
Reaſon are fo farre from helping Faith , that they arethe 
moſt dangerous, of all other mearcs, ro hjnder it , or over- 
throw it where it is. When David judged by Senſe of 
Gods wayes and difpenſations, which repreſented unto 
tum the proſperous condition of the wicked, and his owne 


th 


oO 


UM 


P © 
— xk, _— A OS a, 


AD. At bn. M6 at... n 


Or, the Churches Reformatron, | & 3 P; 


—— 


atfictions every moriung ; 1t 1o ſhooke his Faith, thar he 
had almoſt ſlipt,and was upon the point of condemning his 
owne wayes, and the ſtate of the Godly r00 ,'as himſelf ac- 
knowledgeth, Pal. 73.2.13.15. And when Sarah began 
by Reaſon to examine the promiſe of having a Child at 90. 
yeers old, ſhe was fo farre frombelceving it, that ſhe laugh- 
edatit, Gen,18.11, And as long as Hoſes makes uſe of 
his reaſon ro weigh Gods promiſe of feeding fix hundred 
thouſand men, beſides women and children , with fleſh, 
mthe Wilderneſſe for 2 moneth together z we fee how 
hardly he is brought to belceve ir, Nam, 11.21,22,22, It 
muſt therefore be concluded that ſeeing neicher Senſe nor 
Reaſon, nor conſequently any thing in Nature can bring a- 
ny helpto Faith ; nay rather are the trougeſt meanes to 
oppoſcand hinder it : 1t nwſt needs be a difhcult worke (as 
being both above and contrary to Nature ) ro obtain it. 

A ſecond difficulty in obtaining Faith, is the confi- 
dcration of thoſe great and wonderfull things which it ap- 
prehends and belceves, That the Holy Lord, who hates al 
the workers of 1n1quity, as Datidteſtifies of him, Pſal. 5.3. 
and will by KO meanes pardon the guilty, as himſelfe profct- 
ſcth, Exod. 34. 3. -thould notvithſtanding , from all Ercr- 
nity, looke upon men wholly defiled with fin, with ſo much 
tendernefſe of compaſſion, as to cluſe out of them a peo- 
ple for himſclte ; and, out of his owne goodreſſe, and free 
Grace, ve his owne Son, [11s del12ht from a'l eternity,to 
be a ranſome for their ſoules, cauſe him, who accompred 5: 
0 robtery to beequallnith God himſelfe, to abaſe himiclte ſ@ 
low, as to take upon him the rature of man, "ith rhe infir- 
mities thereof ; and be found amongſt men in rhe forme of 
a fervant, to humble him to the accurſed death cf rhe 
Croſſe ; to bruiſe him, who knew no ſinne, laying upon hima 
phe intquities of 14 all to heale us by his ſtripes ;, and got on- 
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ly to purchaſe unto us the free pardon of all our fins, but 
toaccept us in his Rightcouſneſic, as righteous ard koly 
before bim ; yea to take usas his owne children, to beſtow 
on us the inberitance of everlaſting glory., and to make us 


" joynt-heires with (rift, Rom.$.17. Andlaſtly, to raiſe u 


theſe bodies -of ours ; perhaps devoured by fiſhes, or wild- 
beaſts, or conſumed into aſhes in flames of fire, or at leaſt 
turned into and maxed with the duſt of the earth , the very 
fame individuall body, 1e4 19. 26. 27. and of Naturall 
bodies tomake them Spiritual , of Corruptible to make 
them I:zcorruptible, and immortall, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks , 


' I. Cor. 15.42. 44. 53- Theſeare things inthemſelyes ſo 


farre beyond all apprehenſion and admiration; wonders up- 
on wonders, that if Faith were net a Supernaturall worke, 
an effet of the Almighty power of the ſpirit of God wor- 
king in us, they were impoſſible to be beleeved, that it is no 
marvaile though they were rejected of the wiſeſt amongſt 


- mev, and accompted fooliſhneſſe, 1. Cor. 1. 23. 


A third conſideration which ſhould moye us aboye 
all things, to labour with all our power to ſettle and cſta- 
blifh our Faith, is this, That above all other Graces Sa- 
tan bends all bis power and policies againſt it, cither to 
ſhake, or overthrow it. It was the Faith of our firſt Pa- 
rents that Satan firſt aſſailed in Paradice, Tee (faith hg ) 
bath God ſaid, andafterwards yee ſhall ot ſurely dye, Gen. 
T. 4. Inhbis encountering with our Sayiour Chriſt, he firſt 
aſſaulted his Faith, which he attempts two contrary wayes, 
Firſt, to diſtruſt where he had a promiſe; and Secondly,to 
belecve without a promiſe, as appeares by our Saviours an- 
ſiver to both his firſt temptations, Hatr. qe. 4.7, Andit 
was Peters Faith that Sathan aimed at, when be defired to 
ſift him , as appeares by our Saviours promiſe to pray that 
his Faith might not faile, Luke 22.31.32, implying that i 
| was 
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hat he thrice denied and torſivore his Maſter. Queſtion- 
lefſe Satan both knowes his own advantages, and improves 
them to the uttermoſt, Now he is not 1gnorant , that 
if he can oyerthroiy our Faith, he deſtroys our life, ſepa- 
rateus from Chriſt aud from God himſelfe; from whom 


| 


we depart by unbeliefe, Heb, 5. 12. which is therefore the 
moſt dangerous of all fins; and indeed a meanes to let in 


and what not : Beſides hewell knowes, that Nature yeelds 
him nor ſtronger helps againſt any Grace, then it doth a- 
gainſt Faith ; which (as we have already intimated) both 
Reaſon and Senſe (the guides of our naturall life) oppoſe. 


It concerns us therefore neerly, to uſe all diligence, both 
to get and ſtrengthen Faith, ſo uſefull every way, ſo hard 
to be gained, and ſtrongly aſſaulted, The Apoſtle there- 
fore exhorts us to follew after Faith, 1. T*m.6.1t. and to 
have it alwayes about us as the chiefe part of our ſpiritu- 
all Armour, Eph.6.16. eAbove «ll (ſaith he) take the ſbield 
of Fatth, whereby you ſhall be able to quench the fiery darts 
of the wicked, A ſtrange cxpreſhon, that a ſhield ſhould 
quench fire,unleſſe perhaps he.allide to the Hebrew name 
FY a ſhield or buckler,comming from 73, which ſignifies 
to coole. Salomon exhorts us toget wiſdome with all our 
getting, Prov. 4.7. to ſearch for it as filver, and for bid 
treaſure; Prov. 2. 4+ And, when we have gotten it ,. #0 te 
forget it, nor forſake it, Prov. 4. 5. 6. Now Faith is not 
the leaft part of true wiſdome, which makes us wiſe unto 
Salvation. To get and hold faſt this Farth, we muft have. 
an eſpeciall regard untotwo things, 

Firſt, We muſt be ſure to build our Faith upon a.firme 
toundation, which can be none other then the faingn 
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as his'Faith , againft} which Satan would berd all his , 
ſtrength, as we ſce he did , when hee ſhooke ir ſo fore, 


all rhe reſt, Pride, Coveteouſneſſe, Selt-ſecking,Rebcllion, | 
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word of God, as the Apoftle cals it; 7 8c 1«.9. eftablaht tool - 


genvi ations, Pſal.119.90. Upon which Daved builds all 
his-Hope, Pſal.130.5. 7 nate for the Lerd({aith be) my 


ſoule doth: waite;, and t# bus.word de 1 hope; And, Pfal. 119. 


114. Thoa: art my beding place, and my ſbiels: 1 bein thy 
word, Now this Word, muſt be# cleer Word, and a full 
Word : It muſt be a cleer Word, where the promiſe is laid 
down in plaine-and expreſle rermes ; ſuch asare all, or the 
moſt part'of vhe/promiſes of etcrpall . life and ſalvation by 
Chri{t,>2#d divers others: As forthoſe that arc delivered 
in more darkeand obſcure expreſſions, and ſuch as are ca- 
pable of divers conſtructions, thongh they may be of good 
uſe; yet Faith hath no-firme reſtingon them, wmilefſe they 
be clkerd wito'ns by other places that arc/plaine and evi- 
dent, And asit muſt bea clecr Word that our Faith mug 
reſt on, ſo muſt itbe a full Ward, the promiſe taken with 
all-rhe cireumſtances and conditions annexed thereunto, It 
was 2 tleet W.ordivehthe Devil alleadgeth to our: Saviour 
CHrift, 24ate.4.6. cut of Pſal. pr, 11.12, That Godgives 
his Atigels charge over has children, to keep them that they 
daſh not their foote againſt a ſtone ; bur it was nota full 
Word, a clauſe that reſtraines the promiſe to. mens wayes 
wit left out, 'now to eaſt /himaſelfe downe from the pinacle 
of the Temple was not Chriſtsway : St. John tels us, 1f 
ws ronfeſſe our ſinnes, be is faithful and juſt to forgite 
4 our fires, 1+ Ich,1. 9, Tomakerhisa full Word, we 


- muſt ſupply it witha clauſe ont of Prov. 28.13, He that 


confeſſeth and. forſaketh his fiones ſhall find mercy + which 
too many omitting and negleRing , ſatisfie -themſelves 
with a bare and perfunKory confeſon of ſinne ,. without 
any endeayour to forſake it, or to ſubdue their corrupt 
Ri from® whence 'it ffrings,' remaining ftillunder the do- 
minton of finne, matize provifien for ſin,tofulfll "he if 
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-thereef, living inalt manner of ſenſuality,and mindigg earth- 
ty chings,ro rhe {candall of Religiemgdnd?(without paddy 
repertance)thedeſtruRion-of theirown ſoulesil |: bi. 


Secondly, our care muſt-be to keepe our Faith'in contis 2 


nuall exerciſe, not only in times of temptation; bur in times 
of peace,as ſouldiers exercite theur Armes,beforatheycome. 
to encounter their enernies. Ir 15 7c<catded of that zrear 
Commander 'Ph3bp.emon;rhat as be walked citheralone, or 
with his-friends;, he uſed to view-and confider the ground 
through which he'paſſtd, what advantages; or ditadyancages, 
ir might miniſter to him oC his ctiemies, the ſhoukibethere 
ſodainly aſſailed , !ſotharhaving>canfidered before bow he 
might beſt either frue himſelf or atinoy the affailanehewas 
eaſily able to avoyd thedanper when 1t came]! Lev us loarne 
in this point wiſdome of thechildven of this world,our ene- 
miesare more ſubriſey morepowerfull, more vigilant, their 
ſurpriſes more ſodaine-and more dangerous, Be ſober, hevs- 
gilant, becauſe your azfurrſary the: Devill as & roaring Lyon 
walks about, ſeeking whom he may devour, whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt 
in the Faith, t Pet. 5.38.9. The meanes which the Apoſtle 
preſcribeth againſt this powerfult and'dangerous ehemy, is 
the tedfaſtneſſe of our Baith, which we muſtnot only'have, 
but have alwayes about us, laying up the Promiſes alwaies 
in our heatts, and by meditation ſuppoſing dangers and, 
temptations, before they come, ro conſider how:they may 
be applyed,and made uſe of,as the ſeverall emergent occaſi- 
of1s ſhall require. The want of this providence in- St. Fecer 
left him naked,ſo that he was fodainly ſuppriſed;and ſhame-- 
fully foiled by Sathan, before he could prepare himſelf for 
the encounter as is recorded, Lu, 22, 57,58,60. which he 
might have prevented, if he had got been fo ſecure'y and 
careleſly confident, ver. 23. but raken our Saviours war-' 
ning beforc-hand, ver, 51. 34. | | F 97ETC 
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profperous eſtate; and his 'owne/afflitions; hath recourſe 
tothe Sanduary where: the word: of God was layd up; and 
ſe howgquietly he ſetrles his heart thereby, pſal.73.12,14. 
17: 25.28, Aud Pelog7, the Zſabmiſt being tempted: to 
queſtion not onlyKads mecrcicsbus his Protifes too werſe 
7,8.15 forced to have recourſerto Gods workes, ver.1r, r'2, 
(the ſupponters (25 I may terme them) -of thar Faitli which 


is founded upon the Word) for.the- quicting ofthis diſtem3” 


pered-thoughts. This 15.0r ſhobld 'de.the pratiſe-of all 
the godly;; in:al our wreftlings wirh'Sathan and his inſtru- 
meats leſt-Faith-taker!hald:on-theword; if yet it ſeeme to 
waver addeuntoit experinerits;eyther an-Our {elvos,as Þ a- 
wid doth.of his deliverance fronvthe Lyon andthe Beate, 
1 Sam.17437. when he.was to fight with Goliah ; orothers] 
as David comforted himſelfe by remembring Gods judge- 
ments of old, Pſal.r 19.52. "1.2 
his.uſe of Paith- the condition of the times: wherein 
we live ſo full of trouble and confuſion calls for at preſent, 
whether we looke upon the ſtate of the Church in gencrall, 
or our owne in Particular. 
' In generall weſce the PrediQion, Rev.12.17. that the 
Dragon ſhould make warre with the woman, ( that is the 
Church) 4nd the-remnant of ber ſeed which keepe the Com- 
mandements of God, made good and fulfilled before our 
eyes, as not onely the long continued warres in Germante_, 
bur the troubles over moſt parts of Ewrepe, evidence it ts 
the world. By which that man of Sinne, the Incendiary 
thereof, hath ſo farre prevailed againſt the poore flock of 
Canrsr, that ſome of the moſt famous and eminent 
States who had ſer up the Kingdome of Cuntsr nay 
CNN 


eraſalam} Reſpuuration, 

Faith, chus groundud:and exerciſe; muſt be held out ag 
2 ſhichd againſt Sathgns fiery darts ih' times of tryall;: Day 
vid being ſorely ſhakenby theobſetvationof wicked mzens 
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them, have bardly left untothem at this day the forme 
or face of a Chntch. Inthe beholding of-ſuch ſad ſpec- 
racles, et us lay before us that Prophetitall Promiſe, 
Das, 2:44. Thatithe Kingdome which' God ſhall ſet up 
ſba# never be deftroyed, ror left to. other people, and that 
faithfull and ful afurance'vut of ' our Saviours owne 
month; that+b8 yateauf bet iſpath ot preuaile again#t it, 
Math. 16.18 Fharrather then faile the Womar (the 
Chutch'he meancs) fbatl.- have wings to cary her our of 
the ons reach Revet, 12.1 3,14, That the Wilder- 
#2/ie ſhall nouriſh ber; for a time, and times, and balfe 8 
rime; that'4f:the> Serpent caſt 'out- flrods ' of water. after 
ber, to tary/bbrivay; the earth ſbell' ſiballew-xp' the flood, 
vel. 15:16.-1n brief; that God will-arme and raiſe all 
the Creatures m Heaven and carth for the defence of his 
Church/'Addeiunto theſe; the Decree pronounced ar 
gaitit- the-BeaH and the falſe! Prophet that deceived 
them that received the marke of the Beait they ſhall be 
taken and be 'caft alive into a Lake of fire burning with 
brimftont, Revel. 19. 20. A thing not only decreed but 
done with God, 'thongh not yet executed in the 'fight 
of men, for the Angell cryes mighttly, with & firong 
voyee, Babylow the great «© fallen, is fallen, Revel,18! 2, 
The word 4sd0ubled, like Pharaohs dreame, becauſe the 
things tfsbliſhed ty God, and God will fhortly bring ir 
tO'paſle, as Joſeph ſpeakes to Pharaoh, Gen 1.22, yea, I 
dare boldly fay,''thar'rheſe preſent Troubles of the 
Church'(w#yer arc but to parge out the Inrquity of Tacob 
and take away the ſinne;1{1.2 7.9.) are but preparations to 
that gteat worke: And theſe are no vaine Dreames but 
the tru ſayings of God, 35 the Angel! tels tobn,Rev.19.9. 
- Yea but (youwill ſay) what Promiſe have we concer- 
Aing thisNation, and the Church of Godtherein > what 

| E 2 may 
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may we bcleeve the iffue of 'ourtrowthles ſhall be at laſt 2 
To this I anſwer angenerall, two things4; > + . | : 

Firſt,whatſoever our cohlltionhallbs (luppoſe 4t te 
che worſt thatwe feare):yot uf: woe have: any zcale. for 
Gods honour, or any true love untg. bis Ghurch,as mem- 


bers of that body, we ſhould-put on St,P a«/5 rc{oluti- 


on, None of theſe move.me-({ayth hey neatber cound 1 my 
ifs deare wnto my ſelfe, fo ths Lmay finrſh my courſe with 
joy. Aft.20.24.cIt was reſolvitely,anfwered by the 
Roman Confuls,when they Rooddlufly, againſt the. Law 
called «Agraria; (which:cauſed {0 maty'\conmotions at 
fundry times\in the.Roman ſtate) forsbo.ppoling wher- 
of, their Predeceſſors, che Conluls of chedornacr yeare, 
after the extixpation of their office, had been moſt un; 
juſtly Fiued by the. people ; Se quogue idamnert poſſe, & 
zpſos legems per ferrg non poſie : not regarding;what becamo 
of themſelves,ſa they might ſecure the.State. I'anyſure 
the Prophets, think ir a ſufficient ground of comfort to 
ſupport the hearts of Gods children,under the heavy btur- 
then of the Babyloniſh captivity, that it ſhould be well 
with the Church intime to come, although few of them: 
kved:to ſee that happieday ? 13. 4-0 

. - Secondly, although particular Perſons, and States be 
got Named, yet they are included, - in, thoſe Promuſes 
made unto the Church ingenerall, or to the 7ewes in par- 
ticular (confidered as a Church) if we anſwer the Con- 
ditions, under which the Promiſe is made. If we hear 
ken to God, and walke in hiswayes, we have ſufficient 
ground to affure our ſelves of the fulfilling of thoſe 

Promiſes to heve our Enemtes ſubdued, and the band of 
God turned again our adverſaries; Plal.81.13,14.-1f 
we Sandtifie the holy Sabbath, /and kegpe ix from Pro» 

phanation (the Lord under one cſpeciall dry ay fn 
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Law includes all the reſt ) we may warraut, as aflnred by 
theword of God, the tulfilling of all thoſe gracious 
Promiſes recorded, Fer. 17.24,25,26, Forthe things 
written afore-time, were written for us, that we through 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Not to hold 
= long, look well upon your Covenant by which you 

vein as {okmne a manner asmay be, obliged your 


ſelvos, by liftuug up your hands tothe moſt _ God, in 


the preſence of men andAngels ( which if you break, God 
walk certamly xecompeuce it on your heads, as he threa- 
telis to doe 1n/a like cafe, Ezech, 17.19.) conſider it well, 


and make good- your ſolemne engagements both for Pub- 


lique and private Reformatjon;and you may boldly thal- 
lenge God to make good unto you, any Promiſe which 
he bath- made vnto his Church in his Word, in any age 
paſt. Labour for Zer«bbabels ſpicit in carrying on the 
Lords work, and you may afſure your (elyes of Zerubba- 
bes ſacceſſe, and the great 2f0wntaines that ſtand in your 
way ſhall become pleines before you. Zech.4.7. 

7" Tadde further that, if any thing may be concluded our 
of the courſe that God hath held with us hitherto, he hath 
ſo ftrangely interpoſed him(elf, and conſtantly ſtept in 
betweene us and our bitter ruine;at. Ke:ntbs, at Brainford, 
at Newbery; at York, at Cher:ton, at Naſehy, ( whenwe 
may'truly ſay with Devid,r Sam.20.3. There was but 4 
fiep betmeene 1 and death or utter deſtruction ) hath ſo 
compaſſionately looted upon ws 13 our low eſtate , as thc 
Pſalmiſt termes it, Pſ#l.136;2 3.and raiſed us uþto a con- 
dition beyond our hopes and expeAation, that we have 
preat reaſon to hope, that he which hath begun wall 
make an end, as himſelf ſpeakes in another caſe, 1 Sam,z. 
22. Indeed both. Hoſes, Exod.z2. 12. and 1oſbus,cap.7. 
7.9.. preſſe God with reſpe®t to his owne honour, which 
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would haye- been much blemiſhed if God , who had fo 
Nrangely brought his children out of Egyps, and over Jer- 
aan , (hould have ſuffered them to periſh , either in the 
Walderneſle or in the Land of Canaaz. It 15 true, I granr, 
that when God bath called ustoa work of thorough Re- 
formation, if we mixe our carnall policies , with his 
'Ceuuſels, and drive on our owne ends, with more zeale 
then his: As God may , and will call them'to acgo 
that doe his worke Negligently, or: unfaithfully,:fo-he 
juſtly may, not onely deny them the honour of perfor- 
ming and accompliſhing this {ervice tohimand to his 
Church, but may pur off the perfecting; of this glorious 
work of thorough Reformationfor the preſent, an&mix 
the accompliſhing thereof , and the. reſtoring ot 'our 
peace with more bitterneſfe then we have yer taſted. -* 
 Andpatticularly, boldly affirm thar every ont,whofe 
Conſcience witnefſeth unto him, that in {inglenefte:of 
heart he hath put to his hand, forthe furthering and car- 
rying on this worke of Reformation, ont of true zeale to 
Gods honour , and thegood of his Church, may afſure 
himſelf, that though Iſra8/be not gatbered , yet he ſball bo 
loriows in the eyes of tha Lovd ; avdbis. God ſhall be hw 
Jraageh , 3s Chriſt ſpeakes of himſelf, 1/a:49: 5: Asbe 
dealt with David, whom though the''Lord thought'not 
fit toemploy in the building of his Temple, yet his defire 
and purpoſe to have done it, was abundantly rewarded, 2 
Sam.7.11.12. Let m therefore up aud be dotng;and fetfor- 
ward forthe rayfing on of this great work, with'reſoluti- 
on as being aſſured. both of the ſuccetſe and perfe@ting 
thereof at the laſt , and of the acceptance of our labours 
therein, and of our reward hereafter, what troubles foe- 
ver we meet with in the way, of which I am ''to.ſfeak in 
the rext place, | 2 Shop, 
This 
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This at Worke , which in.the promiſe which we 


have e us , Godengagerh himſelte to performe for 


his-Churoh, hecaſteth anto the unfitteſt , and in mans 
[udgement the moſt unlikely: of all Times, into Times 
of tronble., the reaſon whereof we ſhall conſider by and 

« Inthe meane while we may take notice, that it is u- 
ſuall with Go4 to jntermixe ſome bitterneſſe with his 
ſweeteſt mercies, The Paſſepyer irſelfmult be eaten with 
bitter herbes, Exod, 12.8. More particularly, God uſu- 
ally mixeth troubles and afflictions with the Churches 
Reformation; ſo that we may lay this before us as a ge- 
neral rule. 


It is uſual with God to carry on the warke of rayſing and 
reſtoring bis Church in times of Trouble, 


The building of the Temple was indeed put off from 
Devids troubleſome Reigne to the dayes of Solomon, a 
man of Peace ( as his name imports ) or of Reſt as God 
rermes him, t Chron, 2 2,9. in whoſe time God promiſeth 
to give his people Peace and Quretneſſs : Bur that is an 
unparalleled example, as it may be cafily made:pood by 
inſtances of all: times ancient and modern. The time of 
delivering 1/rae/ out of Eeypt was not-only a time of hea- 
vie bondage, but as Moſes haſtened on that work, that 
yoke was made heavier upon them, in ſo much, that, for 
anguiſh of ſpirit, and cruel bondage , they had no mind 
fo-hearken to Gods meſſage by Adofes of their delivery 
Exod. 6. 9. When God had by ſtrong hand brought 
them out of the Land of Egyps, beſides their forty yeeres 
troubleſome travaile inthe Wilderneſſe, what trouble-- 
ſome and dangerous warres they were encumbered withal 


in the'Land of Csnaen,in their ſetting and planting there, 
= 


is at Jarge recorded in the booke of Joſbas, 


_ aa Me th. 6. Mot. at th —_ 


In the planzing of the Church underthe Goſpel; bvt[ 
the hitory of the-Apoſiles Afts;, andthe records of the 
ſtate of the Church ,' for the firſt three hundgeabyeeres 
afigr Cunrs rt, teſtify rothe World, what bitter Perſecu- 
tions.it indured,tothe effuſion of the blood of many hun- 


dreds of thouſands of Men, Women, and Children,in all 
places where the Goſpel was planted, Yeathe maſter» 
builders themſelves , drunk as deep, ordeeper, of that! 


bitter cup of AﬀMiRtions, as auy of the reſt, as St. Paul 
teſtifies of himſelfe at large, 2 Cor.11.23,24,25. and is 
as fully witneſſed of the reſt , in Hiſtories of undoubted 
verity. 2 
To come neerer to the times ofthe Waldenſes, who 
neere 500 yeeres paſt held out the light of the Goſpel in 
thoſe dayes of palpable darkenefle, which had overſpread 
almoſt the face of the whole earth, when they beganofice 
to encreaſc 'toa conſiderable number-( as indeed in the 
ſpace of a few yeeres, there were reckoned necre Eight 
hundred thouſand , that embraced their Do@riric );the 


Records of thoſe times, howfoever much corrupted:by 
rhe adverfaries,teſtify, what bloody Wars were raiſed up 


againſt them by the Pope, colitimuing neere one hundred: 
yeeres, and ending almoſt in the utter cxtirpation of thar 
holy ſeed. 

To ſpeak nothing of thoſe long and bloody warres,rai- 
ſed by the Emperour Sigiſmunrd thorough the inſtigati- 
on of that ſame man of ſinne, avainſt the Reformers of 
the Churches in Bohemra which continued all the dayes 
of that worthy Commander ob: Ziſca,and divers yeeres 
after his deceaſe, and todraw neerer to our own tunes : 
We know, thatwhen Luther beganthe Reformation of 


the Church, the Pope and his dependants never left rai- * 


ſing of troubles againſt him and'his followers , till at 
RG 11 "+ md 
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length he had engaged the German Emperour CuarLas 
the fifr, ina cruell warre againſt the Duke of Saxonte, 
! and bis party as moſt men know ; And to ſpeake truth, 
1 that Sword, which was then drawne, hath been hardly 
; ever ſince ſheathed, but to this day in one part of Eu- 
j' | rope or other, goes on bathing it ſelf in blood, where 
| with how much 1t hath bin made drunken, we, aſwell as 
= E.- neighbours, feele to this day to our ſmart. 

; There arc Inſtances of Troubles raiſed by Sathan and 
J his inſtruments againſt the Church by thoſe which are 
i without, no lefſe are thoſe that are ſtirred up within 
the bowels of the Church, by falſe Brethren, who by 
ſpeaking perverſe things , to draw Diſciples after them 
(as the Apoſtle tels us they ſhall doe, 48.20.30.) ſtrike 
at the very foundation, on which the Church 1s built, 
the very doarine of Truth. What diviſions were rat- 
ſed thereby in the Churches, even in the Apoſtles own 
dayes, divers of their Epiſtles doe ſufficiently declare, 
and that Sathan continued by the ſame policy, to di- 
vide the Church in ſunder , and thereby to ruine it (as 
our Saviour tels us, That a Kingdome, or houſe divi- 
ded caiinot ſtand, Heath, 12.25.) the records of the 
Primitive time, ſetting before us the Factions that in- 
feed the Church in thoſe ages, and the Excommuni- 
cations, Baniſhments, and other Perſecutions, which 
enſued thereupon, make ir evident enough to all that 
will take the painesto looke into the Hiſtories of thoſe 
rimes. | 

Neither doe theſe troubles, howſoever raiſed by the 
praiſe of Sathan, fall upou the Church, without the 
fore-knowledge, and both Permiffion, and dire&tion of 
God himſelf. Our Saviour rels his Diſciples in cx- 
prefſe germes, that he _ not to ſend Peace on _ 
A ur 
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but a Sword, Aat.10.34,35. Not that this isan'effeR, 
but a conſequent of the Goſpel. The Goſpel is init 
ſelf a meſſage of gled tidings of Pearce, Rom.19.15,Eph. 
6.15. But1sof Peace betweea Goland Man, Lub. 2.14, 
Rgm.5.1. Yea,anl between man and man amongſt as 
many as receive it, as the Prophet fore-tels,that amongſt 
thoſe that are under Chriffs government, the Wolfe and the 
L ambe ſhall daell togethoy, Ia. 11.6. all enmity ſhall be 
taken away, ſo that none ſhall deſtroy in his Holy Moun- 
tarne 1{4.65.25. And a Goſpel to ſettle Peace in mens 
conſciences, but not in the World. 1s me you ſhall have 
Peace ( ſaith our Saviour ) #2 the World you ſhall have 
af liF10n loh.3.33. 

To ſearch into the Reaſons of this truth ; if we looke 
upon ſecond caule it is caſie to conclude , that it can be 
no otherwiſe, unlefſe Satan, and ſuch as beare his Image, 
and do his Will, ſhould change their Nature, For ( be- 
ſides the contrariety ina the Natures of the children of 
Light and of Darkeneſle , whereof ove is Atomenation 
to the other, Prov.29.27. and conſequently like contra- 
ries they muſt needs deſtroy one another ) : The eſta- 
bliſhing of (briſts Kingdome in the Church, is the 0- 
verthrowing of the Divels Kingdome in the World, as 
many ſubje&s as Canrzr gaines, ſo many the Davell 
loſeth. Our Saviour tels us, Luke 16, 18. That when 
the Goſpell was Preached , it brought. downe Sathart 
from Heaven like lightening, No mervaile then if Sa- 
than to ſave his owne Kingdome, labour to hinder the 
Planting of the Church, and as little mervaile if his 
ſervants joyne with him therein , as for other reaſons 
fo eſpecially becauſe the Goſpell which the Church 
embraceth, diſcredits and condemnes all their wayes, 
reſtraines their T.uſts, and cuts off all cheir hopes, fery 
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tencing them to hell, to be made the ſubje&ts of Gods 
wrath to all Etcrnity, 

But it yeelds little comfort to the Godly, or Honour 
to God, to look upon the Churches troubles, as the ef- 
teas of Satans and his childrens malice, unleſſewe raiſe 
up our thoughts. higher, to looke ; not only upon the rod 
but withall on him that hath appoynted it Mich, 6.9. T9 
conſider his faithfulneſle in raiſing troubles and afliti- 
ons , which quieted Davids heart, Pſal,119. 75, F 
know that thou in faithfulneſſe haſt afflitied me, His 
compaſhon even nben be cauſeth grief, Lam.3. 32. his 
wonderfull wiſdome and Poxver in being good unto thoſe 
that love him out of evil, Row. 8.28, That by the con- 
ſideration of Gods righteouſneſſe inall his wayes , we 
may gather comfort to our ſelves, in the troubles raiſed 
up againſt Gods Church by wicked men, we muſt firſt 
therefore ſettle this poſition firmly in our hearts, that 
the Divel and his inſtruments are but vaſſals to execute 
whar he hath decreed to be done, as St. Peter teſtifies 
concerning Chriſfts ſufferings , that he was deliveredal- 
though by the trechery of 1udas, yet withall &y the deter- 
minate councell and fore-knowledge of God, A&.2.23. and 
allthe Apoſtles witneſſe that Herod, Plat, the Gentiles, 
aud people of Jſrael which were gathered together againſt 
chri#, were but Gods Executioners to doe nharſvewer his 
hand and his Councel! had determined to be dove, At. 4. 
£8. Now we know that God(who is Righteous 12 all big 
wayes and boly in all bi werkes, Pſal. 145. 17) Orders all 
things for his ownends,vhicl: are his own glory,and(that 
which 15 vever ſevered from it ) the God of his people. 
Let us then draw the'Rexfons of this truth which we 
haye before us from tl:e re'ations which the troubles rai- 
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ſed againſt the Church inthe time of the planting or 
Reforming thereof, have unto thoſe two maine ends at 
whichGodprincipally aymzs his ownglory and hisChur- 
ches good. 

And firſt Gods houour is much advanced by the trou- 
blesraifed by Satan and his Agents to hinder the Chur- 
ches Reformation, three wayes. 

1. God is much honoured, by making it evident to 
to the World, that the worke of the Churches Refor- 
mation is his owne A&. As Joſeph makes his brethren 
underſtand that , in ſelling him to the Hrdianttes, 
they were but Gods inſtruments tobring him. intoZgpe 
becauſe there came ſo much good out of that wherein 
they intended nothing but evil. Ger. 45. 7. and 50, 20, 
And David foretelling that great worke of makiiig 
Chrift the head ſtone of the corner, proves it to be Gods 
doing & a work of admiration, becauſe the builders had 
caſt him aſide, Pſal. 118. 23,24. All effets muſt have 
{ome cauſe, by the power and Vertue whereof they are 
produced , wherefore when there appeares no ſecond 
cauſe in the bringing forth of any eftet , itmuſt be aſ- 
cribed to him that workes, without, or above, or againſt 
all cauſes , as pleaſeth himſelf. When the Wildcrnefſe 
( which by nature brings forth nothing but buſhes and 
ſhrubbs ) is ſtored with pleaſant fruitfull and uſefull 
plants, 2t & that men may ſee and know, and underſtand 
rogether that the Lord hath done this, Tf, 41, 18, 19, 
20, | 

So when men ( by whoſe councels and endeayours 
ordinarily things are effeted ) intend any thing , and 
the event falls out coutrary to what they putpoſed , it 
muſt be concluded, that when the heart of man __ 
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his way, yet tt God that dtretteth hu (jeps, Prov. 16.9, 
Thus that it may appeare the reftoring of the Church 
is Gods own Work, he ſuffers Satan and his wicked in- 
ſtruments to oppoſe and hinder it what they can that the 
effecting of that Worke without and againſt mens in- 
tentions may be aſcribed to God alone. 

2.1y As the carrying on of the Churches Reformation 
1Q Troublous times diſcovers it to be Gods VVorke, fo 
ic mantfeſts it to be the Work of his Almighty power, 
when his enemies having arme1 themſelves againſt him 
with all their ſtrengthare overmiſtered by him. Now 7 
know ( (aith lethro ) that the Lord is gr eater then all 
Gods for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was a- 
bove them, Exod, 18, 11. When Nebuchadaezar ſaw 
that with all his poyer , and with the help of his fiery 
furnace, he was not able to hurt ſo much as an heire of 
the heads of the three children , it moved him not only 
to Aſtoniſhment at the preſent , but withall to paſle a 
decree for the honouring of that Almighty God, whom 
thoſe men ſerved. Neither doth this way of Gods, in re- 
ſtoring his Church in Troublous times more manifeſt 
his power then it doth his goodneſſe in drawing Good 
out of Evil, and his wiſdome 1a ſerving himſelfe of the 
Councels and endeavours of his Enemies, and turning 
all their crofſe wayes to meet in the furthering of his 
owne ends as he did Satans pratice in crucitying our 
Saviour, to the accompliſhing of the Yorke of mans 
Salvation, which Satan laboured to overthrow. 

Thirdly , Godis highly honoured by the Churc!1cs 
troubles, when his children thereby dilcoxer rhetr fu 
cere love to Chriſt and his truth , when they-Chooſe Him 
inthe middeſt of all outward diſcouragements, . When 

F. 3 Moſes 


3} The Tronbles of Jeruſalems Reftauration, 
Hoſes choſe afilitiions with the people of God rather then 
the honour to be accompred the Son of Pharaohs daughter, 
te teſtified, that he eſteemed be Reproach of Chriſt gree- 
rer then the Treaſures of Egypt. Heb.11.24, 25, 26. 
And when 7ots ſincerity being queſtioned by Satan, 
God delivered him oyer to be exorcifed by the Divel un- 
der {0 many bittcr aft{itions in themuddeſt whereof 
his heart ſtill reſted on God, in whom he reſolved to 
truſt 1 though he ſhould flay bim,lob 13.15. Thoſe atHic- 
tions of his were but as ſo many windowes ( as an anci- 
ent Father calls them ) throngh which the World 
might look into the uprightneſſe of his heart and true 
love unto God , from which no affiftions could move 
him. TItwas anhonourable teſtimony given of Chriſt 
by Johs Lambert that holy Martyr, asdue unto Chriſt, 
when in the middeſt of the flames of fire - he lifted 
up his hands clapping them together over his head, and 
a cut witha loud voyce, None but Chriſt, None but 
Chriſt, 

How the troubles which accompany the Churches 
Reformation, ſcrve to the advantages of Gods honour 
we have ſecne : We ſhall find them no lefle Beneficial 
to his Church, and that ſundry wayes : 

Firſt therefore, by theſe Troubles which fall in with 
the firſt Planting or Reforming of the Church, Gods 
xeople are prepared to g#dures hardneſſe » as good ſoulds- 
ers of Iesvs CunisT, which St. Paul inthe perſon of 
T emothy, extorts us unto, 2 Tm, 2. 3. It is true, that 
warnivgs beforc-hand are of uſe to prepare men for ſuff<- 
rings, to which purpoſe our Saviour exhorts his follow- 
ers, tO'#ake wp the Croſſe, Math. 16. 24. and St. Paul 
fore-tels his, that they muſt through many afiliFions en- 
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ter into the Kingdoms of God, Att. 14.22, But this 
Dreame of an outward, glocious, and Peaccable eſtate, 
under Chriſts government, ſo fills the heads, not onely 
of the Papiits (who reckon it among the markes of the 
true Chnrch) and of the rezes, whodeſpiſed (brist be- 
cauſe they ſaw #o forme or Beauty, (that is, no outward 
Pompe or Glory) iz htm, Ifa. 53. 2.3. (anerrour, thar 
ſſeſſed the very Apoſtles themſelves fo farre, that, 
ory the ſonnes of Zebedee ſued for places of honoura- 
ble prefermetit in CarrsT's Kingdome, Math.29.20, 
21, And all thereſt of them, diſpured the Point, #ho 4- 
mong # them ſhould be greatet, Mark.9.34.) But gene- 
rally, is fo rooted in the hearts of all men, that unlefſe 
experience of Troubles in their firſt entrance under 
Chriſts government, taught them the contrary, admonr 
tions would be of little force, ro awaken met out of thar 
Dreame : Wherein it they ſhould be confirmed, by a 
Peaceable and quiet fetling of the Church at the firſt, 
it would endanger mens Apoſtaſie afterward, when they 
ſhould find the courſe of a Chriſtian life, full of Trou- 
bles and Pcrſecution, ſo farre unanſwerable to that 
which their Peaccable entrance, intaking up the yoke of 
Cursr, ſeemed topromiſe, as appeares both by the 
falling away, of ſuch as are retembled by the Stony 
ground, Math. 12.22, And by Davids danger of con- 
emning his owne wayes, upon the ſame ground, Pſal. 
73.13, 14. So that troublefome beginnings of the 
Churches Reformation, are a great meanes of preſer- 
ving men from Aroſtaſie afterwards, or at leaſt from 
great diſcouragements in the courſe of a Chriſtian 
life. 

Secondly, the troubleſome ſetling of the Church, 
warning men to expect troubles afterwards, makes u_ 
y 


j D : 
45 © 3 , 


—_— 


4o The Troubles of Jeruſalems K eſtauration, 


_ 


-« 
——©—— 


fort, thatwee ſuffer for well- doing, 1 Pet.3.17, Againe, 


— 
by that expeftation acquainted with Evils before they 
come, which much abates the feare of them when they 
happen. 7ulitzs Ceſar in his warres in Frexce, was wont 
to tell his Souldiers, ſtrange things of the great Power 
whcravith the Enemy came againſt them, whereof they 
baving knowledge betorchand,and,when they came to the 
encounter, finding their forces 1:0 more (or uſually farre 
leſſe) then they expeed,they deſpiſed the danger, and 
fought with incredible reſolution. Troubles and afHic- 
tions are formidable to men a farre off, the more wee are 
acquainted with them, the lefſe cauſe we ſeeto feare 
them. So that the acquainting of the Church with 
Troubles in the beginning, armes the godly with reſolu- 
tion againſt tkem, and by expefation makes them fa- 
muliar nnto them, that they beare them with incredi- 
ble patience, when they come. St.Paul, warned by the 
Holy Ghoſt, that hee was to cxpect Bonds ard aff{ifi- 
035 14 every City, growes ſo reſolute, that he deſpiſeth 
lis owne life, A#.20. 23,24. 

Thirdly, ſuch Troubles, although they are unpleaſant 
to the fleſh, are very available to put the Spirit in a 
right frame, moving us to retire neercr to God, to hide 
under the ſhadow of his wings as in a place of ſecurity, 
Pſal.g1,2, 2. Davids attiictions every morning, made 
im find, that #t ws good for him to draw neere unto 
God, Pal. 73.28 Againe 1t makes us to looke more 
carefully ( as PD evid frofeſſeth hee did ) to our wayes, 
Pſal. 119. 67.:Before 1 was affliAed 1 ment aftray, but 
row 1 bave kept thy ncrd) as well that wee may cut 
off occaſion from thoſe that watch for our halting, 


.as, that wee may farther intereſt God in our Pro- 


te&tion ard laſtly, if wee fuffer, may have the com- 
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itunites the godly more in love, and communion, and 
fellowſhip one with another : as the Shepheards Dog 
drives the ſcattered ſheep together. When the hands of 
the wicked bad robbed David, in the next verſe ſave one, 
he joyns to the company of thoſe that feared God, Pal. 119. 
61, 63. It awakens faith,quickens to Prayer, Pſal.116. 
3 4+ exerciſeth patience, and raiſeth up our hearts to 
look after thoſe things thatare ſpirituall and eternall, 
2 (07. 14+ 16, 17+ 

A fourth benefit , which the troubles accompany- 
ing the Churches reformation bring unto the godly, 
is the teſtimony of their conſcience, that they cleave 
to Chriſt in ſincerity and truth, and ſubmit to him 
for no outward reſpe&s. As it proved ods (incerity, 
when he profeſſed his reſolution ro depend on God, 
though be ſhould killhtm, ſob 13.15, and comforts him- 
ſelf with the hope of a glorious teſurreion,wherein he 
ſhould ſee the face of God with joy,whatſoever became 
of him and his outward condition at preſent,” (2p, t9. 
26, 27. The very light of nature taught Heathen men, 
that the: ſervices which they performed to their gods, 
with perill and hazard to themſelves, were beſt accepted 
of them :- The Family of the Fa4:z had a ſolemn univer- 
ſary ſacxifice tobe offered,by one of that Family,on the 
hill called Puirinalis. Now, when the Gauls ſacked and 
burnt Rome, and befieged the (apstol, ſo thatthere was 
no coming to that hill, but by marching through the 
enemies campe, one Cai ;Fabirs Dorſo attired as a 
Prieſt, with his ſacrifice, and other neceſlaries in his 
hand, marcheth through the midii of the enemies, aſto- 
niſhed at his reſolution, offers the ſacrifice, and returns 
in ſafety, ſatis ſperaxs (ſaiththe Hiſtorian) propitzos eſſe 
deos quorum cultum ne mortis go metuprobibitus inter- 
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miſiſſet. That which he 5" 2 uncertain and falſe 
grounds,we have reaſon to believe,upon undoubredevi. 
dence of the word of truth ; whence the Churchurgerh 
this, before God,as an undoubted evidence of the fince- 
rityof their hearts towards him, that they had not for- 
{aken him, though he had broken them in the place of dra- 
gons,and covered them with the ſhadow of death,P1,44.18,19, 

A fifth benefit which the Church receivesby theſe 
troubles in the Churches reformation, is the ſtreng- 
thening of their faith, which, though it be grounded on 

Gods Word, which afſures them that hewill betheir 
hiding place, and their ſhield, Plal.119. 114. yet is won- 
derfully ſupported by experiments, which beget hope, 
Rom.5. 4. whereof the godly make ſpeciall uſe upon all 
occaſions, as Pſal.44.1. and 77. 11, 12. Now there can 
be no greater experiment of Gods Almighty power, 
and readineſſe to ſupport his Church, then the ereQin 
of Chriſts Kingdome, tn the middeſt of his enemies, Plat: 
110.2. yea,in the midſt of their tumultuous and violent 
oppoſitions, Pſal. 21. 2, Queſtionleſle, if all Satans 

ower cannot hinder theereQing of Chriſts Kingdom, 
much leſſe ſhall it overthrow it,when it is eſtabliſhed;as 
our Saviour hath promiſed, that the gates of bel (that is, 
all the power of the Prince of darkneſle) ſhall zot prevarl 
againſt it, Mat. 16, 18. 

A ſixth benefit that accrues to the Church, by theſe 
troubles,in the reformation thereof, is the doubling of 
their comfort,after the vitory, which is much ſireetned 
by the difficulty in obtaining it. When the Saints un- 
der the condu@ of Azchael(which is Chriſt)and by his 
power, had driven the Dragon out of heaven, ſee what 
joy there is after that glorious conqueſt; | Rev. 1.2. 10; 
Now is come ſabuation, and ſtrength, and the Xingdome of 
onx.God,8&c, Laſtly, 
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: Laſtly, the more brunts we endure for Chriſt,and the 
ſervice of his Church, the greater is our reward hereaf- 
ter, theſe light affiiFions work for us a far more exceeding, 
and eternall weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Wherefore all 
thoſe glorious promiſes made to the Churches,Rev. 2. 
7eII. 17.26, arid 3. 5.12.21. are made under the con- 
dition of overcoming. 

- Theſe reaſons only weighed, are ſufficient to ſettle 
the heart of any godly man,when it appears,that though 
the Churches troubles are raiſed by Satans malice, and 
his inſtruments, yet they are ſo ordered,by the wiſdome 
and goodneſſe of God, that he hath much honour, and 
the Church ſo many large benefits thereby. 

The conſideration of theſe wayes of Gods provi- 
dence, int ordering the affaires of his Church, is of ſin- 
gular uſe ſundry wayes. 

© Firſt, it isa means to ſilence all our complaints, and 
murmurings againſt the aMliigted condition of the 
Church, when it appears that thoſe troubles are not ſo 
much the effe&ts of the malice of Satan-and his inſtru- 
ments, as the a&s and decrees of the Lord himſelf, to 
whom who dare ſay, hat doeft thon ? Dan. 4. 35. So 
David was dumb,and opened not his mouth, becauſe he did it, 
Plal. 39.9. And withall, it- is the decree of that God, 
who, as he made the heavens by wiſdome, ſo he orders his 
wayes towards men in wifdome,as the Heathen Poet ac- 
knowledgeth: &t pro jucwndis apti ima queq, dabunt Dit, 
who in his wifdome gives not ſo much pleaſant, as fit 
things,that may rather do us good, then delight us ; yea, 
of that good God, who # good, and doeth good, Plal.1r19. 
63; who lovevus better they we love our ſelves, as the 
ſame \Poet' acknowledgeth, Chzrior eff rpſis homo quam 
fibi, How aptaremen to mn at their eſtates, _ 
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they ſuit not with their carnall humours. The Prophet 
Davidgives himſelf tor inſtance, acknowledging, that 
when he ſaw himſelf plagued every morning, Pſal.73. 14. 
his heart was full of eve at wicked mexs proſperity, by 
which he gained nothing, but the grieving of- hes bearr, 
and pricking of b1s reines, verl, 21. and the ſhaming of 
himſelf for his folly and ignorance, verſ. 22. Indeed, by 
theſe mn*-murings of ours, we both diſquiet our hearts 
in vain,and wrong God himſelf, as if there wanted wif- 
dome, or compaſſion, or faithfulneſſe in his diſpenſati- 
ons towards his people. - 
Secondly, fuch meditations help us from condemn- 
ing of the cauſe in whichwe ſtand: When David looked 
upon his chaſtiſements, he was ready to condemn his 
own way; Pſ.73-13-and when the Barbarians ſaw the Vi- 
per upon Paals hand, they judged him a murtherer, 4#s 
28. 4. but when they found he had no barmby it, they 
took him fora (59-6 hace things ſhould moveus to 
think well of the Churches cauſe, notwithſtanding the 
troubles incident thereunto : Firſt, that thoſe rroubles 
are ordered by God, not out of hatred, but out of love 
and faithfulnefſe for the Churches good ; faitbfull ere 
the wounds of a Lover, Prov. 27.6. And Davidfindes 
Gods fazthfulneſſe in his aflitions, Pſal. 119.75. 'Se- 
condly, it hath been the Churches portion in all ages, 
the lot of the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles ; yea, of 
Chriſt himſelf,whom we ſhould condemn,in condemn- 
ing the cauſe in which they ſtood, which David fearsto 
do, Pſal.73. 14. Thirdly, the iſſue of thoſe troubles ap- 
peariog to be the good of the Church, as the Apoſtle 
affirms, Rom. 8.28. though it ſhould not move us to 
think them gods, with the Bayberians, yet it may war- 
rant us to conclude, that the cauſe is- Gods, and the 
events 
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events' the, effes, not of his wrath, bur of his lgye. 


Theſe conſiderations afſure us of a comfortable iſſue 
aud ſucceſſe,at the laſt, in the cauſe wherein we ſtand,de- 
pending on the Almighty power of God,who doth wbat- 
ſoever be pleaſeth tn heaven and 11 earth, Pſal. 136, 5. and 
on his goodneſſe,which,as it extends to af bis works,Pſal, 
145-9. ſo1s it ina moreeſpeciall manner manifeſted to 
his 7ſrag/,Pfal. 73. 1. And laſily, on his fairhfulneſſe, 
which: dontinues to all generations, Plal. 119. 90. and 
therefore he muſt make good his word, that the gates of 
bell ſhall not prevail againſt bis Church, Mar. 16. 18. and 
that he will not forget his people ; though a woman ſhould 

forget ber ſuckzng childe, Ila. 49+ 15+ 

ourthly, the conſidering of the Churches troubles, 
warns us to prepare for,and arm our ſelves againſt them 
before handzas borh S'. Paul, Eph.6. 11. 12. and S*, Pe- 
zer, 1 Epiſt, 5, 8. exhort us, both to. bearmed, and to 
ſtand upon our guard, upaen that ground, becauſe we 
ſhall meet with ſtrong encounters. Ve had indeed need 
to be ſtirred up to make ſuch proviſion. 

' 1. Becauſe the Churches troubles are certain, as not 
only raiſed by men,who may; fail.intheir,intentions,but 
decrecd by Gad, whoſe counſels flapd throughout all ages, 
Pfal. 33. 11, You ſhall baye affiiiions inthe world, ſaith 
our. Saviour, Job. 16. 33. The. king of Syria will come 
4gatnſ} thee, at te return of; the yeer, Gaſtrengthen thy ſelf, 
«nd ſee what thou gloef, ſaith the Prophetto 4h4b, 1 King. 
20: 33s .C:. .09>5{'4 NO VN; nb 33 A F 

Secotidly, though in a true eſtimation, theſe troubles 
are, as. the Apoſtle rerms them, but /ight «/Hi#:0ns, 
2 Cor.4. 27- yet tafleſhndblood they ſeem grieve 

far thepyeſent, Hebvx24 14 as the Propher Daveds bitter 


complaiots, not aply ia ſore-lickneſles, Pſal. 38. 67,8. 
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burbelides,in the perſecutions of his enemies, ſal. r 4.3. 
3. ſufficiently teftifie,, Vhen nature is ſo ſenſible of 
afi&ions,and by the ſenſe of them makes ſo ſtrong ini- 
preſſions upon the ſpirit,yhen we feel ſo much ſmart by 
theſe, although bur outward troubles, it concerns us 
neerly to be well provided of ſuch ſtrong helps as may 
—_— our ſpirits in {ich trialls. Wy 

hirdly, it concerns us the more to prepare for ſuch 
troubles as'a Chriſtian profeſſion brings with inbecauſe 
they not only ai us at preſent, butwithall, trikeat 
the very foundation of our faith often times, as the P [a/- 
miſt acknowledgeth, that in his preſent diſtreſſes he was 
moved to queſtion, both Geds Merrie, and the Promeſes 
themſelves, Pſal. 77. 7, 8, 9. Now, if faith ſhould fail 
us, we are left deſtitute of all comfort at preſent,and of 
all hope hereafter; it muſt therefore be our care to be 
well prepared for that conflia, wherein, if we ſhould be 
maſtered,we are loſt forever. 

To make proviſion for the ſupporting of our ſelves 
under ſuch troubles as attend theChnrch,& every'mem- 
ber of it, under Chriſts government, our caremuſt be : 

Firſt, to take off our Paregtrom the world,as weare 
adviſed to do,like good ſouldiers, 2 Fm. 2. 4. It is the 
love which we bear unto,atid high eſteem that we have, 
of the honours, riches and pleaſures of. the world,that 
keeps us off from Chriſt, as it did the young man, 47at. 
I9. 22; and makevus.lvokback oftentimes, and there« 
by unfit for the Kingdome of God, Luke 9. 62. .*< --:: 

Secondly,we muſt labour fo get afſurarice of heaven : 
it was the aſſurance of «crown of righteouſneſſe laid up for 
him, which ſtrengthened '$'. Paul to fight that gpod fight, 
2 Tim. 4.7, 8. We muſt have treafurre fome wherey i 
we have taken off our hearts from earthly treaſures, by 

mu 
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muſt lay vp for our ſelves treafares in heavegy,as our Sa- 
viour adviſeth; Afat.6.19, 20, The Merchant never ſold 
all that he had, till he had- found that pearle of great 
Price, and bought it, Hat. x3. 46. 
Thirdly,wemuſt rakenpandexerciſeour ſelves in the 
uſe of that ſpirituall armour recommended unto us, 
Eph.6,13,14,15.aboveall;the ſhicld of faith,ver.16. of 
which we have ſpoken already ſufficiently. 
Fourthly,we muſt watch with all perſeverance,as our 
Saviour commands, aot only his Diſciples, but all men, 
todo, Mark. 13. 37. Firſt, watch our felves ; #eep thize 
beart with all diligence,Prov.4q.23. becauſe it is decertfull 
and deſperately wicked, er. 17.3. full of evill thoughts, 
whence proceed adutterres,fornicat ious mnurthers, Mar,7.21. 
None ought to be more carefully watched then the trat- 
tors within our own boſomes : Watch the world, our 
company, or any temptation that may aſſail us from 
without s David was of all things moſt caretull of his 
company, joyning with thoſe that feared the Lord, ?ſzl. 
I19. 63. and commandiug the wicked out of his {Gight, 
verſ. 115. Above all, watch Satan, 1 Pet. 5.8. and be 
not fgnorant of his deviſes, as the Apofile calls them, 
2C0r.2.11.And tobe the better armed againſt all theſe, 
keep the heart fill'd with holy thoughts,h:4e the law there, 
Pſal. 119, 11. that it may be ovr meditation all the day, 
verſ. 97. | 
Fiftly, conſider, and be throp! ay acquainted with 
the nature of thoſe troubles, which e world feares ſo 
much,that they reach not to thoſe thiogs that moſt con- 
cern us, they corrupt not our: hearts, unleſle it be our 
own faulrs, that rhey aro but mamentany, 42nd bring us 
more advantages" fas we have ſhewed) then they do in- 
combrances. ©: | | 
; Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, look at the rewardithat follows, as our Savi- 
our, for the joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſſe, de- 
fpiſing the ſhame. Afflitions are light while wee looke 
ar the things which areeternall, 2'Cpr. 4, 18. the crown 
of righteouſnefſe which God the righteous Judge gives thoſe 
that fight the good fight, 2 Tim. 4.8. 

The laſt conſiderable circumſtance in my Text,is the 
matter,or thing promiſed, the building of the walls and 
ſtreets of Jeruſalem,the walls fordefence,and the ſtreets, 
ro reduce it intoan orderly form. That the materiall 
Jeruſalem is to be looked on as a'type of the Church, is 
evident by S*. Johns deſcription of the new Fer»ſalem, 
Rev.21.2,10.12.by the types of the walls,gates,founda- 
tions, and circuitof that old Feruſalem, and the reſem- 
blance of the Church figured by the Temple in £zekzels 
viſion, (hap.41.and 42. Sothat inthis promiſe before 
us, we have repreſented to us, how Gadwill have his 
Church ordered for timeto come; hee will not only 
have a people freed from Satans bondage, as the Jews 
from the Babylontſh captivity, but will have a Fersſalom 
built, a people united inro a body, a regular body,com- 
paſſed with walls of government, for proteQion, and 
digeſted into an orderly form, as cities are by ſireets z 
ſo thatwe may hence | | 


Obſerve, | 


Gads Church muſt be anited jnto a well compatted bogy,fur- 
niſbed with needful{ belps, both for ſafety and order, 


That the building of cities aims both at ſafety and or- 
derly government,Iconceive,cannot be denied. The firſt 
builder of a city,left upon'record,was Catn,as is ſuppo- 
ſed; forhis own ſecurity, being cafifout of Gods pro- 
tetion, Ger. 4+ 14. 17. And Solomon, to expreſſe what 
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confidence worldlings pur in their riches, tells us they 
account it their ſtrong C:itie, Prov. 10.15. Implying thas 
Cities are accounted places of great ftrength and ſecu- 
rity. Secondly, it is evident, both by 'reaſon and expe- 
rience, that Bodies neerly compacted, are more ealily 
and better governed and kept in order, then a people 
ſcattered and diſperſed abroad. Now that the Lord 
himſelfe. had 'theſe ends before him in uniting his 
Church intoa body, is cleare enoughto thoſe rhat will 
underſtand. When hee plants his vineyard (the Houſe 
of Iſracl he means,7ſas. 5. 7.) the firſt thing which hee 
doth, is the fencing of it, verſ. 2. And Cantric. 4. 12. 
The Church is therefore reſembled by a Garden znclo- 
ſed, or barred, (as it is in the original) that is, ſtrongly 
fortified, to keep our all that might break in to ſpoyle 
or deſtroy. This wall of the Churches defence, 1s the 
power of the _— for whom we are to pray, that 
under him we may lead a peaceable life in all godltneſſe and 
honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 2. that is, that being by his power pre- 
ſerved ir. peace, we may ſerve the Lord without diftur- 
bance in holineſſe; the ſword being put into rhe Magi- 


<_n—_y — O— - - 


ſtrates hand for the terror of the wicked,and for the praiſe of 


them that doe well, Rom.13.3.4. Whereforethe Lord 
promiſed, that in the ereQing of Chriſts-Kingdome, 
Princes ſhall be unto his Church, « hed:ng place om the 
wind, and a covert from the tempeſt, Iſa, 32.2. ſo that noxe 
ſhall burt or deſtroy t# his holy mountain, Iſa. 65. 25. There 
is beſides the Magiſtrates ſword, an inner wall, Ecclefi- 
aſticall diſcipline, by which the /zttle Foxes (as they are 
termed, Cant. 2.1 5.)are tak2n,or kept out: ſuch as ſpeak 
perverſe things to draw Diſciples after them , of whom the 
Apoſtle gives the Elders of Epheſus a ſpeciall charge to 


take care, eA#s 20.30,31. And commands Tit*- to pro- 
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ceed againſt themby Eccleſiaicall cenſure, 4dmanition 
and Rejeftzan, Tit. 3-10. And by the ſame Diſcipline 
Chrilts Organagces fre proſerver pure, 294ho Temple 
was preſcrved from pollutipn by the Prieſts, wbo-were to 
teach the people the difference berween the oleas and unclean, 
ang togrivue judgement accordingly, Erek. 44.23,24.'Theſe 
are Sh the true Rails abqut the Lords [ablezro kee 
gut Dogges and Swine (ay-Qlriſt terms -them, <Afatth. 
7.6.) trom polluning and.profaning holy things,' and 
theſe are Jeruſalems walls. | 
The fecondthingthat God will build in- Fersſalem, 1s 
her ſtreets, both. for Order and Beauty; If the body 
werc a grolle lump (as fome ſay Bears whelps are when 
they arc newly fallen) not diſtinguiſhed by parts and 
members,it were both uncomly and unſerviceable,1 Cor. 
12.18,19,29. Therc muſt therefore be ſtreets in Fera- 
ſalew, diſtin&tion of Offices and FunRions, and diſtri- 
butions of the people into Tribes, Cities, and Davgh- 
rers of Cities (as the Scripture terms them) Villages 
and particular Congregations, without which there can 
be no orderly government, as Jethro tels Moſes, Exod. 
13.18,21. That referablance of the Church to an 4r- 
my terrible with Banners, Cant, 6,4. may perhaps upon 
the by, under the type of an Army, coatifting of feve- 
rall Troops, and Companies, marſhalled under; their 
ſeveral Standards, and Banners, and yet makin but 
the entire body of one Army, (ſhadow out theſe diviG- 
ons of the Church into her ſeveral members, making 
up together the body of one Church, which by this un 
tie and order growes and increaſeth, notas Cities, doe 
in outward wealth,but in thoſe dawrable Riches(as'Solowen 
rerms them, Proy.8.18. ) of faith, love, and other ſpi- 
ritual graces, as the Apoſtle teſtifies, Eph. 4 + 16. andas 
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experience made it mariifeft.in the Church newly ga- 
thered inthe Apoſtlestinie,which having ſome time of 
reſt,and opportunity thereby to joyn in tellowſhip, not 
only increaſed in numbers, but beſides thrived in grace, 
being edfied, and walking in the feare of the Lord, As 9. 
31» which, was furthercd by thoſe Ordinances which 
they enjoyed in common, called /zvizg waters, fireams 
from Lebanon, Cant. 4.13. conveighing that oyle of 
race, which (like the oyntmente powred on «Aarons 
head, and runnzng down to the hem of bis garments) Pſalm 
13 3-2: flowes trom Chriſt our head, full -of grace and 
truth, of whoſe fulneſſe we all receive grace Fn grace, 
Fob 1:t4,16. te 2 | | 
..- Theſe are the advatifages that the: Citie of God and 
Church hath by uniting'3nte 2 well compacted body, 
fenced with Civill and. Eccleſiaſtical} power, and.in an 
orderly manner divided-into ftreets or congregations, 
according to Gnds appointinent. VV hy God will have 
ir ſo, there miay be given: theſe reaſon : 
. Fitf, God is Qne;and his Namo One, wherefore the 
Apoſtle ſetting out the unity ofthe Church in One Bo- 
dy, one Spirit, ane Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme, ſhuts 'up 
all in ave God, and Father of alk. Epb. 4, 4, 5,6. implyi 
thatithizwiicy of the Chitych flowes from: himwho is 
One;: VVheneealfobur Szctonnprayes:forithe —_— 
that the tnembers'thiercot mace al/are, as be and the Fa- 
thex arg. one, Fobu 173 31; a2<:And indeed ſeeing the 
Churohis iiteditoChrif;axthe Head thereof,ir awſy 
necds beaneRody: Nowftom abns :ſpiriroaliamion of 
the myKiraHbbdy ofthe Ghurcharilech atindevf mes 
ceſity-of uniting fthemembers/of the Church viſible, 
as much as mayddencd ifsc ods hoon 1 0107 
Secondly, this unity of the (Chydch, andorder there- 
*:0'T H 2 by, 
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by, credits Religion, /t w « good and delightfull thing for 
brethren to dwel together in unity,Pſa.133.1 — begers 
Order(which proczeds ab uno, and diverts ad wnum ) 
and Order follows Decency, which moves the Apoſtle 
to joyn them together, 1 Cor..14. 40. Both theſe, Uni- 
ty, and Order thereby, fo grace and commend the 

hurch, that many are thereby moved to joyn unto 
that Society. when the Church was magnified of the people, 
many were joyned unto it, Afts 5.13,14- 

Athird realonof the neceſſity of the Churches unti- 
ty and order, is her preſervation: A K1::gdome,a Citte,an 
Houſe, divided againſt it ſelfe, cannot fland, ſaith our Sa- 
viour, Matth.12.25, 26. This care of the Churches 
preſervation is the moreneedful, becauſe it is but a /:ttle 
Flock, Luke x2.32: And which is more dangerous, a 
flock of Sheep among # wolves,  Matth. 10. 16. which 
moves Saint Pavlto warn the Elders of Epheſus to look 
to themſetues aud their Flock, becauſe grievous wolves ſhall 
enter in: amons it them after bis departure, Aas:20.29. 

The Vie'of 1his poynt being manifold, (that I may 
not hold you ov©r-long): I ſhall for the preſent apply 
it onely by way of Exhortation to that duty; in the 
performance. yi:creof Gods honour and 'the Chur- 
chesgoodarcſormuch interefſed: wherein if wee 'have 
failed hitherto (as ic appeares wee have too much:) let 
our own hearts ſmite us in ſecret, & having in bitternes 
of:ſpirit bewailed before :God: our former negleQs, 
engage. our ſelves -by:renewed: promiſes, trengthe 
with) fixme. reſolitions:'(after Þ2uds example Pſabn 
13243; 4+) tq fnake this: great'work which God hath 
caHed us unto, our firſt: and: chiefeſt care; which wee 
would certainly doe, if the zealof Godrbouſerhad eaters w 
up-with DAUL,P (4:699 2030 vant 2197 lbi = 
re & 8% at 
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That the fencing and ordering of the Church, is a 
work that God will bring to paſſe, I have ſhewed alrea- 
dy : And that it is our dutie to joyn with him therein, 
no man will deny, leſt the curſe of Heroz fall upon us, 
Jadg. 5.23. Thirdly, that the greateſt weight of this 
wOrk lies upon the hands of the Princes and Rulers ap- 

ars by Gods meſſage ſent unto Zerubbabel, Hag.1. 2. 

y Davids charge to his ſon Solomor,and all the Princes 
of Iſrael, x Chron. 22. 6, 17, 18, 19. and by the ex- 
amples of Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. 20. 8, g, Hezekiah, 
2 Chron. 29. 3, 4. 5+ 11. and Joſiah, 2 Chron. 34. 
commended, and ſet before us as patterns, for their 
zeale in eſtabliſhing and reforming the Church of God. 
And laſtly, that this is the time wherein you are called 
upon, to bring forth the head ſtone of this work, as 
your ſelves cannot deny, ſo God himſelf makes itevi- 
dent, by the courſe of his diſpenſations towards us, for 
the farther we proceed in this work, the necrer God 
drawes unto us in wayes of mercy, ſcattering our enc- 
mies,and crowning us with ſuch ſucceſſes, as exceed our 
own hopes and expeations. 

Let metherefore ſpeak unto you in Davids words to 
bis ſon So/omon, 1 Chro.22. 16. eAriſe (Right Honou- 
rable) and be doing, and the Lord be with you: or,a little 
more fully in the Nobles words to Ezra, chap, 10. 4. 
Ariſe, for this matter appertaineth to youve alſo will be with 
you, be of good courage,\snd do it. Not only the Miniſters, 
and people of the Land, but of all the reformed Chur- 
chesabroad affiſt you withtheir prayers, as Moſes, Aarox 
and Har,did Joſba, fighting with the Amalekztes, Exod, 
17. 10,12. tillthis work be carried on to perfeion.Be- 
er rhe honourable name which you ſhall leave behind 
you'toall poſterity, to becalled The Reparrers of the ___- 
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ches,and Reftorers of paths tq awell x, ai. 58. 1 2. your la- 
bour will not bein vain in the Lord, 1 Cor.'z5. 58. and 
will be found upon your account at the laſt day, 
Todeſcendeo the particulars of the duty required of 
yOu, in this great work of the Churches reformation, 
Let us (1 beſcech you) have the help of that power that 
God hath entruſted you with,to prore&t us,that the Boar 
oat of the wood waſte us not, nor the wild beaſt of the field de- 
wvoure w,Plal.80.13. that enjoying 4buxdance,of peace un- 
der you, cr ſouls may be redeemed from deceit and wutelence, 
Pſal.72.7. 14. which muſt be done, citherby catting off 
wicked duers from tbe city of the Lord, Pſal. 161. 8. or by 
breaking their jaws, and plucking the prey out of thetr mouth, 
Job 29. 17. or, ſo diſcountenancing their wayes, that 
they may be the ſcorn of the world, and -menl may cry af- 
ter them as after a thiefe, Job 3o. 5. | 1 
In the next place, let me humbly deſire, that the bujl- 
divg of the inner wall of the: Church may be haſtened, 
with all poſſible ſpeed; I mean,that Ecclefiaticall Difci- 
pline may be eftabliſhed.” - + vi 
L. Firſt,that Dogs and Swine,prophane perſons,may no 
"onger pollute the holy things of God,that ſuch as want 
wedding garments, may be -kept, out from the Lords 
teaſts, Mat,22.11.13. For the temoving of that block 
of offence, from ſuch, as upon that prerence ſeparate 
themſelves from our Afſemblies, as polluted by the /cs- 
ven (as the Apoſtle terms it, 1 Cor.5.6.)of ſuch unclean 
perſons, who being mixt with us, andadmitted by us;ta. 
partake of our holy things, leave the whote lump,: Some- 
thing you have aſſaid to do that way already, 'my.prayer 
15,that you may do,and I bopethe Lord will tir up your 
ſpirits to do, yet much more... Perhaps; ye feat tel cod 
mit too much power to — 
abuſing 
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abuſing ir, liberty. may thereby ſuffer prejudice ; Ler me 
anſwer with the!/Apoſile, 1 bor. 6. 2. {f the world ſhall be 
judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the ſmalleſt matters ? 
If Chriſt have committed tothe Miniſter alone, the 
higheſt power of the keys, to bind over ſome to wrath 
and judgment,and to looſe others,and acquit them from 
that dreadfuli ſentence,in the diſpenſation of rheWord, 
(as you muſt needs acknowledge)promiſing to ratifie in 
beaven what they ao on earth, Mat. 16,19. Doyou think 
it much to commit unto them, aſſiſted with the whole 
Presbyterie,matters of far leſſe moment;the ſuſpending 
of men for awhile from the uſe of fome outward ord1- 
nances ?, But my hope is, you purpoſe to try them ina 
little rſt, which if chey manage well,you intend to truſt 
them with more hereafter, as the Maſter dealt with his 
ſervants, Mat. 25.21.23. | 

Secandly, for the preventing, or repreſſing of ſuch as 
make diviſions among it us, Rom. 16. 17. ſpeaking, and 
teaching perterſe things, to draw diſciples after them, As 
20. 30. That diviſions and drawing into parties, are the 
moſ deftrutive wayes to Chriſtian ſociette, belides 
the grounds cf reaſon, the conſtant prattice of Satan 
(who both knowes, and purſues his own advantages) 
in making uſe of this dangerous Engine to undermine 
the-Church, makes it evident to the world. Thus he 
laboured to troudle the: Church ia the Apoſtles own 
times, as both the hiſtories of the 4#s, and their own 
Epiſtles teftihe. The like practice he uſed in al! ſuc- 
cceding times, as is witneſſed by all Ecclefiafticall Re- 
cords. And, m-this laſt age, when Luther began the 
work of Reformation, he raifed up, firſt the Anabap- 
tifts, in great multieudes in Germeny,todifturbrhe peace, 


andto hinder thegrowth of the Church, and afte worm 
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by dividing the Lutherans from the Calviniſts, hath 
made that wide breach between the Reformiſts, that 
will hardly be cloſed up, and in the mean time, gives 
daily infinite advantages to that man of Sin, to work 
the Churches utter ruine. | 

No marvell then that the Apoſtle adjures the Corix- 
thians, 1 COr. 1. 10. by the name of our Lord Jeſus (hriſt, 
to be perfettly joyned together tn the ſame minde, and the 
ſame judgement ; And afterwards ufeth that vehemenr 
obteſtation, Phil. 2. 12. If we have any conſolation in 
Chriſt, any comfort of love, any fellowſhip of the Spirit, any 
bowels and mercy, to be of one accord, and of one minade : 
That in all things, men ſhould be of one minde, we 
mult ſuppoſe them to be one man; while we are di- 
vers men, we ſhall have divers mindes in many things, 
which yet need not hinder us from walking 6y the 
ſame rule, and minding the (ame thing in our aim and 
ſcope, Gods honour, and our ſalvation by Chriſt , 
whereunto, if we be guided by the ſame rule, the Law 
and Word of God, the {right to our paths, Pal. 119, 
Io5. differences in judgement, in matters of lefſe mo- 
ment -( grounded commonly rather upon inferences 
out of Scripture, then upon the cleere letter of the 
Text ) neither ought to ſettle our mindes upon an 


” infallibility of what wee maintain, (confidering that 


the more uſe there is of humane reaſon, by drawin 
out concluſions, by way of inference, the leſlſe cer- 
rainty there is in the concluſions ſo deduced) nor 
much lefſe cauſe diviſions between thoſe, who, embra- 
cing the «z:ty of faith, may hold it 17: the bond of peace, 
would fo do, if there were amoneft us that /owl:- 
neſſe, meekneſſe, and long-ſuſfering, which is commen- 
ded to us by the Apoſtle, Phi. 4. 2. 3. 13. which 
we 
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we. ought carncefily to pray for, and labour to work 
throughly-into our hearts. 

 No:ſuch differences of judgement ( as ſuppoſe a- 
bout forms of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline) though they 
may for a time diſturb, yet they deſtroy not the 
Church, as long as we accord in the fundamentalls 
ypon which.it is built. * The divifions againſt which 
we crave the help of all power, Civill, and Eccleſi- 
aſticall, are ſuch as are occafioned by the reviving 
of. ſuch dangerous. Hereſies, as ſtrike at the founda- 
tion of faith,: and power of godlinefſe, taken up by 
moſt. of our eArtinomians, Arminians, eAnabaptiſts, 
Seekers, and many the like; ſome of them ſerring 
their mouths againſt heaven ( as David ſpeaks in'an- 
other caſe, Pſal. 73, 9.)denying the:Deity of Chriſt, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, ; uttering unheard of: blaſphe- 
mies apaioſt the ſacred Trinity, eſtabliſhing free-will,: 
againſt the free grace of Chriſt ; others crying down 
all endeavours of mortification, exerciſe of repen- 
tance, confeſſion of fin, humiliation for it, and prayers 
for pardon, either as legall injunctions, or deroga- 
tory to Chriſts ſatisfaQtion. The charaQerand cen- 
ſure of ſuch perſons, you may reade, Jude 8.1 o, 12, 
13. 16, Theſe taking advantage of our preſent un- 
ſettled condition, both creep into bouſes, .and lead Cap- 
tive filly women, laden with ſis, 2 Tim. 3. 6. and bold- 
ly aſſemble in congregations, poiſoning the hearts 
of the unſtable with their pernicious do&rine. A- 
ainſt theſe, when wee crave the help of the Magi-- * 

rates ſ{word,it isanſwered, That there is noeſtabliſh- 
ed law that warrants them to proceed againſt-them. 


Let me therefore humbly beſeech you, by the mer- 
cies 
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cies of Chriſt, and in bis Name, from whom yow re- 
ccive your power, to haſten fame ſpeedy remedy for 
theſe evils, leſt the blood of the toules that periſh 
by theſe ſeducers, be put upon your account at the 
laſt day; which, I afſure my ſelf you would not defer 
a mament, if thoſe complaints, of which all mens 
mouths are full, might be*rruly! repreſented unto 

ous 
f In the next place, (Right Honourable) be pleafed 
(I beſcech you) to take care ofthe ſtreers of: our Je- 
reſalem, the:diviſions of our Congregations; the in-. 
equalitic whereof, both .takes away-\much'from the 
beauty of our Church, and beſides hynders the growth 
of it in knowledge and grace. We have Parochial 
Congregations,.1n which one Miniſter rakes char 
ob ten thouſand-<foules, and many others, that have 
ſcarce twenty to-'make up a Congregation. In*the 
re-cdifyiug of Rome, when the Gauls had burnt it, 
{uch haſte was made in building ( for the whole cit 
was,built in. one yeere) that 'the Hiſtorian tells ws, 
Feſttpatzo ademit curam vites dirigendi;, fo thar' the 
city was magis babitata, quam diviſe fimils , more 
like a city inhabited, then orderly divided. What- 
{ocver the cauſe hath been, I anz-ſure it is-fo with our 
Church. ' I beteech you, let not the redrefſing ofthis 
diſorder be the leaſt part of yourcare z Econfeſſe itis 
a long work, and requires more ſettled condition, 
then yet we have attained unto, to reduce all the Pa- 
riſhes'of the Kingdome to -ſuch an equaliry, that. 
each 'Minifter ' may Have 2 fofficient: charge to fill 
his-band, and. not-fo great, as to break'his back. I 
defire only, that what may be done at'\preſent, may 
Y be 
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be ſpcedily taken in hand, Wee have in London, weſt 
mszjler, and the Suburbs, at lcait ten Pariſhes,that have 
cach withyn their Circuit, from five thouſand to twen- 
ty thouſand ſouls. Theſe places are the ſhelters for 
Papiſts, Sefaries, Atheiſts, who neſtle theraſelves 
there ſecurely, as not ſubjc to obſervation in ſuch 
multitudes. 

It will be objecd, That we want Miniſters for the 
ſupply of thoſe Paſtorall Charges which we have al- 
ready, where then ſhall we find Miniſters to furniſh 
theſe new diviſions ? To that I anſwer two things, 

There are within the Citie divers Pariſhes, where- 
of two united topgetlier will bee but a competent 
charge for one Paſtor; ſo that the Miniſters which 
may bee ſpared upon ſuch 2 union, may welk-nigh 
ſupply the charges which will bee multiplied by that 
diviſion. | | 

Secondly I adde, that fort the ſupply of thewant of 
Miniſters, both here and throughour the Kingdome, 
there needs ſpeedily ſome proviſion to bee made, for 
raiſing of a Nurfery of young-men, to bee drawne 
out, and ſet abroad; as occafion- ſhall require, in pla+ 
ces unfurniſhed of fit Paſtors. We know we have 
our Univerſities erected for that purpoſe. I con- 
fefſe we have cauſe bitterly to bewzile the conditi- 
on of 'one of them; upon which is! fallen the judge- 
ment pronounced, Zach, r1..17. The ſword is upon the 
erme, and upon the right eye, the armie us clean aried up, 
and the right eye atterly darkened. But for the other, 
there is chat hopefull Spring of godly, ſtudious, and 


ounded youths iti learning, that we have cauſe . 


to look upon it as an'cvidence of Gods purpoſe to 
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make his Church amongſt us glorions and jflonuriſh- 
ing in future times, if our care be notwanting to aſ- 
ſitt them with ſome competent ſupply. that” th 
may bee inabled to continue their ſtudies there, till 
they bee fit for the Churches ſervice abroad. Be- 
ſides, in the Weſterne parts (I ſpeake upon certaine 
knowledge ) thereare very many yourhs well gronn- 
ded in ho my oy and of godly diſpofiti- 
ons, ripe for the Univerſities, if their friends were 
able to maintaine them there, which for the preſent 
they want means to doe, being caſt out of,and robbed 
of their whole eſtates, as moſt of you know. And 
doubrleſſe there may bee found in many other places 
of this Kingdome, divers hopefull youths who are in 
the like condition. 

Give me therefore leave (I beſcech you right Ho- 
nourable ) to preſent my humble requeſt unto you; 
and that Wy the mercies' of Chriſt, as you tender the 

ood of his Church, and defire the advancing of 

is Goſpell, and the ſalvationof mens ſouls thereby, 
to think upon ſome ſpeedy way for the cheriſhing 
of thoſe tender and hopefull- plants, that they ſtarve 
not for want of watering. Alas ! what were the al- 
lowance of a thouſand pounds yearly (or more if need 
require) taken'out of the lands of Biſhops, and Ca- 
thedrals,or ſome other ſuch means,as your Wiſdoms 
ſhall judge moſt convenient, out of which an'hundred 


_ poore Scholars might receive cach 2 yearly exhibiri- 


on of ten pounds . which, with ſuch other helps as 
will bee found, might inadle chem to, continue! their 
ſtudies inthe Univerſities, till the Chorch- need rheir 
ſerviceelſewhere. Let me, in this caſc, ſer before you 
the 
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the example of Papiſts, and Jeſuits, that ſpare no - 
coſt for the training up of ſuch as they find fit for 
their ſeryice... I have with mine own eyes, ſome 
years ſince, ſeen the letters ſent from the Colled 
of Doway, to the Biſhop of (Cakedox here in Eng- 
lard, and his Chancellour, wherein they complain, 
that their allowance from the Engliſh Catholiques, 
being ſix hundred pounds yearly, is not ſufficient 
for the training up of ſo many Students as their af- 
fairs required. And withall they grant a commiſſion 
todivers perſons, to require ſuch arreares, as by Le- 
gacies, or other Gifts, were then due unto them, a- 
mounting (as I remember) to wel-necre twelve thou- 
ſand pounds. This is well known to many : for the 
letters were ſent up to the Parliament then fitting. 
Now (I befeech you) although the children of this 
world be wiſer in their generation then the children 
of light, yer let it be a ſhame to us, that their zeale in 
upholding the Kingdom of Antichriſt, ſhould exceed 
ours in the ſupparting. of the, Kingdome of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Let me therfore in his Name;,as if God did be- 
ſeech you by me, crave leave todouble my requeſt un- 
toyou, to take this motion to heart, and that ſpeedi- 
ly : for many of thoſe hopefull youths, whom I men- 
tioned,are already driven to ſuch extremities, that 
without ſome preſent ſupply, they muſt be Torced fo 
leave their ſtudies, and undertake ſome other imploy- 
ment. 
Now the Lord in mercy ſo fill your hearts-with an 
holy zeale for his glory, ſo trengthen your hands un- 
to his work, and give that ſucceſſe to your labours 
therein, that when you have with reftlefſe endeavours, 
brought 
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* brought forth the bead-lone of his Temple,we may alt; 
with ſbontings ery, Grace, Grace unto it, and your ſelves, 
approved+for your -faithfulneſſe. iv his' work , may 


bee received into your Maſters joy, Matth. 25. 21,23: 
Which is andever ſhall be the prayer of 


Toar humble though unworthy 


ſervant in the Lord, 


Iovis 27. Novemb. 1645, 


Rdered by the Lords in Parliament, 
| That M.Whize, who preached yeſterday 
inthe Abby-Church We/minſfter before 
the Lords in Parliament, being the day of the 
Publique Faſt, is hereby thanked for the great 
pains he took in the faid Sermon ; And defired 
to print and publiſh the ſame; which is only to 
beprinted by Authority under his own hand; 


Jo: Browne, Cleric. 
Parliamentorum, 


I appoint Job» Rothwel and Luke Fawne to print this 
Sermon,and no other. 
Jobn white. 


